AN -
PR =

Inside this Issue:
Scope Meets Rev Roy Vallely
A Peek inside the General Assembly
A Dip into the Archives
Something for all Dog Lovers

## "H ' l |
- e T e




Thoughts from September, 2008
T]l: Mﬂll!l.t Dear Mombars of Second Combar,
“ NEED A BREAK"

"The nect WMo you'ne bookirkg 8 halkdoy,
ke sure §| Jasis more than tree days -
othamwise you'll barsly have stadsd |o
enjoy yourseil”

This was ope of lhe hesdines in a8
nowspaper ot the baginning of the sumimar
holidays, Apparently, expens pekon thal
you' need that period of fime before you
‘el bigin i relax. The poessioes of fife
rican that you may meed @ holiday 10 have
o haliday! Gelimp peooo and resd are nol

=5 &psily fond

Thi paopile in Jesies diy offen Used Ihe word 'Shalom’ lo desciibe a mone
\nsiing peace and rest.  Shinlom mifemed 1o the peace of hear, mind and
soul. I wes not femparmry nor kad i to.de with feslings bt rathis signified
God cormeng to live within and =0 bring & complete change o liiz and
attliuice

In the New Testament, the Aposile Paul pyis It this way. “The peace of
God which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus’. (Phillpp 447)

An nlormal stedy inlo peaos of mind and well-being was camesd out,
earlier this year, by an Amesican heart syigeon, Ho asked pafiends
whedher twy had a religious Delinl and whéthar they belongod o a
religicnrs group He found thal patients who saki ‘yes' 10 both questhans
had a much higher chance ol mcovery folowing suigery. 11 sesmad thai -
fialth helps us cape with Iifs <belengimg 1o a commiunity has & pasithee effsc
on paane of mind.

Therefore, many are now coming to consider [hal increased afMuence does
not bring peace of mind or faat bul ‘believing” and ‘belonging” oflan da

So, may v “peace of God which pesses all understanding” fill up our lhees
for the demanding soomamen pear shas.

Your Minister and Friend,
ROY MACKAY.



Editorial

Behold congenial autumn comes,
The Sabbath of the year.

Just about this time of year people are often heard to say, “I can feel autumn in
the air,” and we know exactly the unmistakable ‘something’ in the atmosphere
or mood of the day that they are referring to. It’s as distinctive as the smell of
toast on a cold, bright morning.

Yes, the signs or aura of autumn are easy to recognise, but it is a kind of
schizophrenic season in the responses it produces in different people. Clearly the
schoolboy will not welcome autumn and what it brings with the same gladness as the
artist, but even those not directly affected by the seasonal timetable will see it as sad
and funereal on the one hand, or colourful and attractive on the other.

Poets can look at ‘the happy autumn-fields’ and claim with real feeling

No spring nor summer beauty hath such grace
As I have seen in one autumnal face

while for the Christian autumn offers a readymade metaphor for the message and
experience of devotional life and hope in its blend of life, death and transition to
ultimate re-birth. Where or when else is decay dressed in such bright beauty, like
richly embroidered death robes? Shelley had it right when he wrote of ‘harmony in
autumn and lustre in its sky’.

For those connected to church activities and organisations autumn marks the start of
a new session, and this edition of the church magazine signals too the return to
‘business’. Hopefully this autumn issue will reflect more of colour and life than of
decay and decline. We hope older readers will enjoy our dip into the archives. If this
item proves to be popular, we may well choose to make it a regular feature in Scopes
to come.

As we get ready to launch this one, may we again thank all those who contribute their
own work, provide access to other people’s material, or point us in the direction of
possible contents and copy. In a month when trees start to shed their ‘autumn
beauty’, the magazine too would be bare of its finest colours were it not for the bright
embroidery of their contributions.
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