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Thoughts from 
 the Manse 

 

     
    The Manse 

     
 December, 2008 

 

Dear Members of Second Comber, 

 

We use the phrase, “the long dark days before 
Christmas” as the daylight begins to diminish over 
these last months of 2008. Unfortunately, this 
year, the words take on an additional meaning in 
the light of increased economic uncertainties. 
There seems to be a lot of gloom around. 

 

 In the Christian church, it is especially important to remember that, in Jesus, 
God has penetrated all types of darkness which surround us. In the birth of 
Christ, the light of the world has appeared. As John puts it in his account of the 
Gospel, 

“The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness could not put it out” 

 

 I would suggest that of all the stories with which we grow up, the most 
commonly known, and the most loved is the story of the Nativity. Yet, it is 
something more than a good story. It is in essence the coming of the Son of God 
into the world and nothing can extinguish the light which he brings. Perhaps, in 
an increasingly secular age, the story of Jesus is beginning to resonate more 
than ever. 

 

 A poll, last Christmas, carried out for the think tank, Theos, suggested that 86% 
of people said spending time with family and friends was the best thing about 
Christmas, compared with 7% who said time off work, 3% who said food and 
drink and only 2% who said presents. Perhaps all is not just so gloomy after all 
and some light is breaking into our materialistic mindset! 

 

 Anyway, I hope you all have a happy and peaceful Christmas, this December. 
May the “Light of the World” fill our hearts and direct our lives into the days 
ahead. 

  

Your friend, 

 

Roy Mackay 
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Man is an embodied paradox, a bundle of 

contradictions.   C.C. Colton 

 

There is much that is contradictory, even nonsensical, in 

human conduct: we wait, for example, until someone is 

dead before we praise him; we claim not to be superstitious, 

but read our horoscope, just in case; we give more attention 

to one word of criticism than to a hundred words of 

approval; we brood over a minor failure more than we 

rejoice at a major success. 

Similar irrational behaviour can be found in our religious lives too. It is at Christmas, 

the most popular and widely celebrated of the Christian festivals, that such 

contradictions are most clearly seen. Christmas is, quite properly, an event and a 

season that invite great joy and thanksgiving, but the Christmas story in itself 

contains a fusion of apparent contradictions and irreconcilables: God becomes man, 

the Omnipotent is a helpless baby, divine glory is subsumed in earthly humility. 

Quite unintentionally, much of the secular celebration of the Holy birth matches and 

echoes this note of incongruity, but in a kind of reverse fashion. In place of modesty 

and meekness, which might well be an appropriate manner and response, one in 

keeping with the lowly coming into the world of the Son of God, today‟s festive 

occasion is steeped in lavish extravagance and competitive overspending. All this, 

too, in a context of domestic worry and economic downturn. 

The threat for many families in the current financial climate is real debt, even house 

repossession, and all from excess supposedly in the name of celebrating One born in 

the most basic, unimpressive surroundings. Wouldn‟t it be a grim irony for some if 

their Christmas prodigality were to lead to homelessness and thereby an incidental 

understanding of the true conditions of the birth the season is supposed to be about. 

That indeed would be a telling illustration of someone‟s definition of a paradox as 

truth standing on its head to attract attention. 

No, joy and celebration do not necessarily require huge expenditure. These can be 

seen just as convincingly in laughter, in a welcoming smile, in the glow of fun and 

fellowship. Paradoxically again, some would have it that true religious spirit demands 

solemnity of face and severity of soul in a world where laughter is levity, dance is the 

devil‟s own work, and happiness is heresy. 

As those responsible for the magazine of our church here in Second Comber, we 

trust that Scope is not contradictory in its blend of the humorous and the serious, the 

secular and the sacred, and that you will find this Christmas edition chimes nicely 

into your celebration of the Reason for the Season. 

 

 

Editorial Team:  Mervyn Bates, Carolyn Cowden, Stephen Flannigan, 

Tom McAuley, Noel Spence. 

Editorial 
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Dear Editor, 

 

On behalf of all the young people who are members of the Saturday evening Youth Club, 

I would like to write this letter to do two things. First of all, I want to tell the leaders and 

organisers how much we all enjoy the Youth Club and how much we appreciate all they 

do for us and the time they give up to run the club for us. Maybe we do not always show 

them our appreciation the way we should, but I hope the leaders realise that just because 

we do not tell them, it does not mean we do not understand what they are doing for us. 

A few Saturday evening Youth Club meetings have had to be cancelled because there 

were not enough leaders to make it possible to run it. The second thing I want this letter to 

do is to ask for help from people who could give up even one or two Saturday evenings 

for a couple of hours to help out the organisers. There is really very little for young people 

to do in Comber at the weekend because there is no cinema or Youth Club in the town for 

us to go to, and we look forward to meeting our friends and enjoying ourselves at Second 

Comber. It‟s a really big disappointment for everybody when we arrive and find out that 

the club has been cancelled. We don‟t want to hang about the streets or gather in a crowd 

in the town. 

Please, if you can help as a leader for a night or two, come along and you will see how 

much the Second Comber Youth Club means to us. I know everybody feels the same as 

me about this, and that is why I am putting this letter in the church magazine because I 

belong to Second Comber and a lot of my friends who go to the Youth Club don‟t. Thank 

you for reading this, and I hope somebody will come along and help the leaders to keep 

the Youth Club going. 

 Yours respectfully, 

A Youth Club Member   (Name and address supplied) 

 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

 I have recently become a member of Second Comber, and so far I am really 
enjoying getting to grips with everything that joining a large church like ours entails. 

There is such a variety of activities and groups for all ages, never mind all the new faces 
and names to learn, that I was a little apprehensive about how long it might take me to 
feel a part of things. 

 

Letters to the Editor 
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It is for that reason that I find myself writing now. I have really enjoyed the opportunity 
before and after Sunday services to gather with people over a tea or coffee. The chance 
to chat and be introduced to others in the congregation in a very informal setting is great, 
not only on a Sunday, but throughout the week. Often people get to Second Comber 
earlier than necessary to take the chance of a cup of tea and a chat before they head on 
to choir, BB or whatever they happen to be doing. 

 

I just wanted to take the opportunity to thank those who man the kettles and biscuits 
throughout the week. I personally believe that it‟s a valuable resource for our church and 
hopefully by extension for our town. 

 

Kind regards, 

A new face (Name and address supplied) 

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD 
A PAUL REAKES 

PANTOMIME 
AN AMATEUR PERFORMANCE 

BY KIND PERMISSION OF SAMUEL FRENCH LIMITED 

 

FRIDAY 12TH DECEMBER @ 7.30 P.M. 

SATURDAY 13TH DECEMBER MATINEE @ 
2.30 P.M.  

SATURDAY 13TH DECEMBER @ 7.30 P.M. 

Admission £4  

 
TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED ON 

PREMISES ON WEDNESDAY  

EVENINGS/SAT AFTERNOONS  
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Congregational Audit  

 

 Introduction 

In May 2008, as part of the 2007 General Assembly‟s call for every congregation 

to develop a five-year mission plan, our then assistant minister, Mr James 

Cochrane, on behalf of the Kirk Session, conducted a congregational audit of the 

1676 adults (those aged over 16 years) who „claimed a connection‟ with Second 

Comber. The purpose of the audit was first to distinguish which of the 1676 were 

interested in and actively involved in the life of Second Comber and second to 

analyse the nature of their active engagement. 

Of the 702 (42%) questionnaires returned, 632 were found to be fit for analysis 

and so the met the first purpose of the audit, in that there were 632 people who, 

by submitting a completed questionnaire, had indicated their interest in the 

future of the church.  

An analysis of the 632 provided an age profile of this section of the 

congregation, who considered themselves as Christian, Non-Christian and 

Unsure:- 

 Additionally, 

¶ 65% of the returns were received from people over 50 years of age. 

¶ 41% of respondents are married Christians. 

¶ 57% of respondents are female and 39% male. 

 CHRISTIAN NON-CHRISTIAN UNSURE TOTAL 

AGE No. % No. % No. % No. % 

18ñ20 14 2% 6 1% 3 1% 23 4% 

21ñ30 22 3% 9 1% 17 2% 48 6% 

31ñ40 30 5% 9 1% 12 2% 51 8% 

41ñ50 48 7% 17 3% 29 5% 92 15% 

51ñ60  90 14% 18 3% 34 5% 142 22% 

> 60 188 30% 33 6% 55 9% 276 45% 

TOTAL 390 61% 92 15% 150 24% 632 100% 
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Church Involvement and Attendance at Worship 

¶ 66% of respondents have been members of 2
nd

 Comber for more than 
twenty years. 

¶ Highest %age of new members has come from the 31-40 age group. 

¶ 92% of respondents gave 2
nd

 Comber as their main place of worship. 

¶ Christians hold almost all of the positions of responsibility with the      
greatest concentration being among the 51-60 and over 60 Christian age 
groups. 

¶ 57% of Christians attended the Sunday Morning service at least three times 
a month of which 75% are Christians over fifty years of age. 

¶ Most common reason for being unable to attend morning service regularly 
was work commitments. 

¶ 9% of Christians attended the Sunday Evening service at least three times 
per month of which 86% are over fifty years of age. 

¶ 45% of Non Christians never attended the morning service. 

¶ 80% of the Non Christians, who replied about attending evening service, 
never attended. 

 
 

Contact with Church beyond Sunday Services 

¶ Overall, 75% of the respondents indicated no personal involvement in any of 

the weekly activities run by the church. 

¶ 95% of the Non Christian respondents indicated no personal involvement in 

any of the weekly activities run by the church. 

¶ 13.5% of Christians attended the small group ministry of which 70% were 

over fifty years of age. 
 There is potential to develop the small group ministry as a means of 

discipleship with 30% of Christians expressing interest and 26% not 
opposed to small groups. 

 
 

Christian Faith 

¶ 239 of the 390 Christian respondents list „grew up in church‟ as the only 

reason for their Christian faith. 

¶ Only 85% of Christians believe that Jesus was a real man. 

¶ 41% of Christians believe that good people go to heaven. 

¶ 37% of Christians believe that ultimately God will forgive everyone. 

¶ 74% of Christians pray on a daily basis. 

¶ 25% of Non-Christians pray on a daily basis. 

¶ 37% of the Unsure group pray on a daily basis. 
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 Conclusions of the Survey 

It was encouraging that 42% of the questionnaires were returned (usually a 

return of 20% is considered good in the business world!) and that there were 

positive responses to Second Comber as a congregation of God‟s people.  

 However the analysis does indicate a number of areas for action. First, given 

that the over 50 age groups provided 67% of the questionnaires, hold the 

majority of the positions of responsibility within the congregation and are the 

main attendees at Sunday evening services and mid week/small group 

meetings, then there is a need to target the younger ages groups of the 

congregations. Failure to do so will lead to a decline in overall membership. 

Second the audit reveals the need to move to a more mission-orientated 

approach involving outreach to the uninvolved and Non Christian sectors, 

discipleship of the Christian group and prayer. The Kirk Session, through its work 

in planning for the future, will endeavour to address these issues for the 

furtherance of God‟s kingdom in Comber. 

More Christian One-Liners 

 
 Some readers seemed to like the Christian one-liners in the previous Scope, 

so here are a few more to slip into the wallet of your mind. 

 

 People like the front of the queue, the middle of the road,  

and the back of the church. 

The man who angers you controls you. 

If God is your passenger, swap seats. 

Don‟t give God instructions, just report for duty. 

The challenge in front of us is smaller than the Power behind us. 

Don‟t try to change the message, let the message change you. 

Is your mind like concrete, thoroughly mixed up and permanently set? 

Peace starts with a smile. 

Are you „Standing on the Promises‟ or just sitting in the premises? 

Be ye fishers of men – you catch them, He‟ll clean them. 

Coincidence is often God being anonymous. 

I‟m kind, sweet and polite, but don‟t dare sit in my pew. 
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 Ekwendeni Journal 

 
 
As part of her fifth year training during 

her final year studying medicine at 

Queenôs University, Jill Mackay was 

required to spend six weeks in a 

hospital outside of Northern Ireland. Jill 

gives us an account of her experiences 

in a place which strikes a chord for the 

people of Second Comber. 

 

 

The purpose of our final year placement overseas is that we can experience a 

different health care system in another country. This placement can be 

conducted anywhere in the world, be it in a developed country such as Australia 

or in a poorer country. This summer, I chose to do my elective with a friend in 

Ekwendeni Hospital, Malawi. 

This may be of particular interest to SCOPE readers, as 2
nd

 Comber has a long- 

standing relationship with this hospital. In the year 2000 our church sent a team 

of 20 people to Ekwendeni Hospital to build living accommodation for hospital 

staff and to work with the local community. The trip was funded by the 

congregation and a total of £30,000 was raised. Eight years have elapsed since 

members from our church trod the dirt tracks of Ekwendeni and heard the locals 

speak Tumbuka. In light of this, I thought that it might be timely to refresh 

people‟s knowledge regarding the hospital and share some of my experiences 

from the perspective of a Medical student, working alongside hospital staff. 

Ekwendeni Hospital is operated by the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian and 

has a 250 bed capacity. The hospital contains a male ward, female ward, 

maternity wing, private wing, an outpatients‟ department and theatres. It 

conducts both primary and preventative medicine programmes in the local 

community. The hospital has a workforce of 300 people. This includes only two 

doctors –a ratio unheard of in Northern Ireland. As a result, nurses are extremely 

competent as they often have to deal with emergency situations single-handedly. 

Since winter daylight hours are shorter in Malawi, with darkness descending at 

6pm daily, mornings start earlier than back home. An average day begins at 
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6am. Prayer and praise 

play a central role in the 

hosp i ta l .  Devo t ion 

services are conducted 

daily and these are well 

attended by staff. It is 

inspiring to watch prayer 

and praise play such a 

central role in hospital 

life, and a complete 

reliance in God for daily 

provision is apparent. 

Malawians by nature are 

very musical and to hear 

the nursing choir sing 

each morning is a truly 

uplifting experience. 

Immediately after devotions, the “morning handover” is conducted by the night 

staff. This provides an opportunity to discuss patients with the 2 doctors and is 

often a useful learning experience. The majority of my time in the hospital was 

spent in the male and female wards. In general, staff try their best and limited 

resources are used to their optimum capacity. Choice and availability of 

medication used on the wards are dependent on charity donations and often 

supplies run dry, creating difficulties. Also, seriously ill patients are often left to 

deteriorate in side rooms and regular observations of pulse and blood pressure – 

taken for granted in our society – are not undertaken. 

However, despite these inadequacies, some aspects of care in the hospital rival 

those in the UK. The primary health care department is extremely well organized 

and my time spent on outreach clinics was a personal highlight. A vehicle leaves 

the hospital, taking nurses to neighbouring villages where immunisation clinics, 

antenatal clinics and new baby checks are conducted. These villages may be an 

hour away from the hospital, off the dirt track, and yet it is still possible to get a 

full mobile phone reception. This would be impossible in the Mourne Mountains! 

People flock to these clinics and I was astounded by the sheer number that 

wished to see a health care worker. It was at one of these clinics that a box of 

knitted toys, made by a church group in Northern Ireland, was distributed. The 

young mothers clamoured around the vehicle, all wanting to receive one of the 

gifts. One toy design was in the form of a snowman. This puzzled some of the 
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children as they had never seen snow before! 

Lessons were learnt from this experience. People living in Ekwendeni are so 

grateful for the little that they have.  They use resources optimally and make the 

best of their situation in life.  Despite the poverty that I witnessed, I was surprised 

by how content the people were. They made time for each other and always 

stopped to greet each other on the street.  This is perhaps in contrast to life in 

the UK, where our fast pace of life has in some respects caused us to neglect 

our relationships with friends and family.  I also realized that living in a western 

society can blur our understanding of God. In the midst of advancements in 

medicine, transport, architecture and communication, it is easy to become self-

reliant.  Therefore, when I was removed form my protective “technological 

bubble” and spent time living in a poorer county, I was forced to see the realities 

of my frailty. I realized that life is transitory, full of promise that in a moment can 

be taken from us. In light of this, each day should be valued and we should raise 

the importance of prayer and humility in our lives. 

On my walks around the village of Ekwendeni, I came across the house that 2
nd

 

Comber built 8 years ago.  A lady, Mrs Mary Sikwese, lives there with her 

husband and 5 children and the photograph of house and family can be 

seen on the front cover of this issue. Her husband works in Ekwendeni 

Hospital and she works in the local primary school.  It is good to know that the 

time and effort spent funding and building the house was worthwhile and that a 

local family have benefited by receiving an improvement in their standard of 

living. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time in Ekwendeni and believe that I came back a better 

person as well, hopefully, as a better student doctor.  Equally I trust that this brief 

glimpse of the hospital there will underline for Scope readers the value and day 

to day importance of the project undertaken by Second Comber in Malawi. 
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Sara Scott óOn Tourô 
 

The previous edition of Scope mentioned the 
number, quality and contribution of young 
people in Second Comber. This issue 
underlines the point by featuring an interview 
with Sara Scott, not long returned from 
summer voluntary work overseas. 

 

Scope:  Can you briefly tell our readers a little about where you went and why. 

Sara:   I went to South America, to the Casablanca region of Chile, for 16 days in July 

with Habitat for Humanity Northern Ireland (HFHNI)  

Scope: How exactly did you get to do this? Did you simply volunteer, or was 

there  some kind of proposal or selection procedure. 

Sara:   I applied to HFHNI in January 2008. I was then invited for an informal interview 

and activity afternoon where individuals were selected for the various open 

teams. I found out in February that I had been selected to be part of the Chile 

team. Each member of the team had to raise a minimum of £1,800 to cover a 

donation to HFHNI, travel and accommodation. Any extra money raised was 

given to the Chile affiliate who divides this amongst the most needy families 

and groups. Two of my friends from university were also selected for this team, 

and we worked together to fund-raise. We did several bag packs, raffles, 

quizzes and coffee mornings. We were overwhelmed by how kind an generous 

people were. Leaders and members of LIT took part in the Belfast Marathon 

Fun Run to help raise funds. Between the 3 of us we raised over £6,000. Our 

church Third World Group also generously donated £500 to HFH and this was 

given directly to the Chile affiliate. £300 was also given by the church fund for 

young people travelling abroad. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone who helped with this fund-raising, and everyone who supported us 

through prayer during our trip. 

Scope: Was there any reason why you were drawn to this particular place and 

project. 

Sara:   The previous year one of my good friends had taken part in a HFHNI team to 

Thailand, and she could not speak highly enough of the experience she had 

there. I applied this year as I wanted to do something practical to help others 

less fortunate than myself. I didn‟t really mind which country I went to, but I put 

Chile as my first choice as I had always wanted to visit South America. 

Scope:  How many were in your group. 

Sara:   There were 12 on our team, 4 male and 8 female, with an age range of 19-30 

from across Northern Ireland. This was a fairly young team as HFH has no 

upper age limit. Although HFH is a Christian organisation, it is non-
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denominational so there was a mixture of faiths within the group. Strong 

friendships were formed during our trip, and we still try to get together every 

month for lunch or coffee. 

Scope: What was the nature of your activities and day to day routine. 

Sara:  Each morning we had breakfast at 8am and then walked about a mile and a half 

to our building sites. We were divided into 4 groups of 3, and each worked with 

one family and a local builder to build their home. Initially we had planned to 

swap teams after the first few days, but almost immediately we all became so 

attached to our families that no one wanted to change, so it was brilliant to get to 

see the project through from a small patch of land to the finished building.  We 

built from 9.15 every day until lunch time, then walked back to our cabins for 

13.30, then back to the site again from 14.30 until 17.00 or sometimes later, 

depending on what tasks we were doing at the time. Tasks varied every day. 

The first days were clearing the site and making a wooden frame for the house. 

We then used different types of plasterboard inside and out, insulated the walls, 

made rafters, and used metal sheets to form the roof.  The work was hard at 

times, but always enjoyable. The family that I was working with had 16 children, 

from 15 weeks to 17 years, and many of them came home from school and 

watched us build in the afternoon (quite often laughing as we hit our fingers 

instead of the nail, or performed acrobatics to reach the top corners).  At the end 

of the first week we took a day trip to Valparaiso, a nearby city, and at the end of 

the second week after completing the work we had an overnight stay at 

Cascada National Park, which is extremely beautiful. 

Scope: What were your impressions of the country and the people. 

Sara:  Chile is a very interesting country because some parts are extremely rich and 

others are very poor indeed. The population is about 16 and a half million, but a 

fifth live below the poverty line. Casablanca is a fairly large town, but  not very 

rich. Several HFH teams from across the world had visited before and built 36 

houses. Many of the people that I met worked during the day and would sell 

things such as blankets or crafts to raise extra money. The builders we worked 

with also had evening jobs such as working in the Gasworks or cement factory. 

Jacqueline, the mother of the family that I was building for, had 11 of her own 

children plus 5 nieces and nephews because her sister had died the previous 

year. Jacqueline, her parents, and another sister, together with all their children, 

live in two small houses, each of which consists of two rooms. Eleven children 

share one small room, roughly half the size of the Second Comber Scrabo 

Room, and others live in the house next door with their grandparents.  Between 

the two families they have one outdoor toilet with extremely basic washing 

facilities, and a tiny kitchen. Another of the families we worked with was living in 

a shed before we arrived. Although the poverty may not be as severe as in 

some parts of the world, it is still present and needs addressing.  HFH works in 

several locations across Chile, not just in Casablanca.  

Scope: What would you say were the highlights for you of the experience, the 

moments of greatest personal satisfaction. 



Page 14 

 

Sara:  There were so many highlights it is hard to choose just a few.  The dedication 

ceremony after the houses were completed was a very moving evening. We 

held a party for all the new 

homeowners and builders and 

presented them with their keys, a 

Bible, a candle, and some gifts 

from the group. It was very hard 

to say goodbye to everyone.  

Another highlight was one 

afternoon in the first week when 

Gabriella, one of the younger 

children, presented Julie, Ciaran 

and me with some of her toys to 

thank us for what we were doing 

for her family and her.  I felt very 

humbled.  The three of us were also invited to Rosetta‟s 17th birthday party one 

evening.  It was great fun and such a privilege to be invited. 

Scope: Doubtless your presence and efforts were of benefit to the local people, 

but what would you say were the benefits you yourself have derived from 

the experience. 

Sara:  The theme of HFH this year was „the ripple effect‟.  Taking part in this project 

really highlighted to me how each person carrying out a small act can make a 

big difference to someone else‟s life. It also improved my communication skills; I 

did not know more than a few basic phrases in Spanish before going to Chile – I 

still don‟t, but now I‟m an expert at all kinds of building site related sign language 

and mime! 

Scope: Would you recommend the project to other young people, and if so, what  

advice would you give them. 

Sara:  I would recommend HFH to anyone, young or old. It is such a fantastic way to 

make a lasting difference to someone‟s life. In terms of advice, I would say, go 

with an open mind and be prepared to have your eyes opened to how other 

people live and are extremely happy and generous despite having very little.  

Days can be long and tiring but you will be surprised by the resources you have 

within yourself to keep going and complete the project.  You don‟t need to know 

how to build or have any previous volunteer experience, just be willing to learn 

and give anything a go.  

Scope: Given the opportunity, would you go back again. 

Sara:  I would love to go back again, and I would very much like to take part in, or 

perhaps lead, another HFH team in the future.  

Scope: On behalf of everyone in Second Comber, old and young alike, may we 

congratulate you on your fine practical Christian example, and say how 

proud we all are of you as ambassador of your church and faith. Thank you 

for sharing your memories with us.  
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A Burning Question 
 

When a nightclub opened only a few hundred yards away from a church, the people 

of the church organised a 24 hour prayer vigil. They asked God to burn the club 

down. 

Within a few weeks lightning struck the nightclub and it burned to the ground. Its 

owner promptly sued the church, which denied any responsibility. 

After hearing arguments from both sides, the Judge remarked, “It seems that 

wherever the guilt may lie, the nightclub owner believes in prayer, while the church 

does not.” 

 

 

 

Relativity? 
 

A mother passing her son‟s bedroom was astonished to see his bed nicely made and 

the room tidy. Then she saw on the pillow an envelope with „Mum‟ written on it. With 

trembling hands she read the contents: 

Dear mum, 

It is with great regret and sorrow that Iõm writing this letter to you. I have had to 

elope with my new girlfriend to avoid a scene with Dad and you. I am passionately in 

love with Sally, but I know you would not approve of her piercings, tattoos, 

motorcycle clothes, and the fact that she is much older than I am. 

The good news is that she owns a caravan in the woods and has a stack of firewood 

for the whole winter. We will be very happy and we share the dream of having many 

children. In the meantime we hope that she can find a cure for her heroin addiction. 

Donõt worry, mum, Iõm 15 and can take care of myself. One day we will visit you and 

you will get to know your grandchildren. 

All my love, 

John. 

 

P.S. Mum, none of the above is true. Iõm over at Tommyõs house. I just wanted to 

remind you that there are worse things in life than the School Report thatõs in my 

centre drawer. Love you. Call me when itõs safe to come home. 
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You did it to me 

 

Christmas is a time for giving, but as the following true story shows, sometimes 

receiving is just as important. 

 

A minister was walking down a large town street when he noticed a tramp coming 

towards him. The man was filthy and his beard was caked with dried food. Staggering 

up to him, the down-and-out said, “Hey, mister, d‟you want some of my coffee?” 

The clergyman really didn‟t but he thought it best to accept the offer, even though 

the lip of the cup looked none too clean. 

When he handed the cup back the minister waited for the begging which he felt sure 

would follow, but instead the derelict remarked with satisfaction, “Good, isn‟t it? If 

God gives you something as good as that, it‟s only right to share it.” 

Surprised the minister asked, “Is there anything I can do for you?” and again 

expected to be asked for money, but his surprise was even greater when the tramp 

replied, “Yes, you can give me a hug.” 

To the minister‟s embarrassment the man put his arms round him, passers-by 

staring at the odd embrace between the filthy outcast and the spruce, well dressed 

man of the cloth. 

Suddenly the minister heard a voice echoing down the corridors of time saying, “I 

was hungry, did you feed me? I was naked, did you clothe me? I was sick, did you 

care for me? I was the derelict you met in the High Street, did you hug me? For if you 

did, you did it to me.” 

 

(Matthew 25 v.40) 

Ageless wit 
 

Mark Twain: If you don‟t read the newspaper you are uninformed, if you do 
read the newspaper, you are misinformed. 

 Suppose you were an idiot. Suppose you were a member of 
Congress.  Sorry, I‟m repeating myself 

  Talk is cheap, except when Congress does it. 

 The only difference between a taxman and a taxidermist is that 
the taxidermist leaves the skin. 

 There is no distinctly American criminal class….except for 
Congress. 

 What this country needs is more unemployed politicians. 

Will Rogers: I don‟t make jokes, I just watch the government and report the 
facts. 

P.J.OôRourke: If you think that health care is expensive now, just wait until you 
see it when it‟s free. 

                        Giving money and power to government is like giving alcohol and  
car keys to teenage boys. 
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Fancy a short, straightforward, no trick questions general knowledge 

test?     Well, here you goééé Answers on Page 22 

 

1 Name the one sport in which neither participants nor spectators 

know the score or the leaders until the end. 

2  What famous American landmark is constantly receding. 

3 Only 2 vegetables can live to produce on their own for several 

growing seasons. All other vegetables must be replanted every 

year. What are these 2. 

4 What fruit has seeds on the outside. 

5  Pear brandy can be bought with a real pear inside the bottle. How 

does the pear get into the bottle. 

6 What 3 common English words begin with the letters DW. 

7 Can you name 10 English punctuation marks. 

8 What is the only vegetable that is never sold frozen, canned, 

processed, cooked, or in any form but fresh. 

9 Name ten things beginning with S that can be worn on the feet. 

A Canny Move 

 

A man in Scotland calls his son in Leeds two days before Christmas. 

“I‟m sorry to ruin your day, but your mother and I are getting divorced. Forty five years 

of misery is enough.” 

“What! Dad, what are you saying? You can‟t be serious.” 

“Oh, I‟m serious all right. We‟re sick of the sight of each other, and I‟m sick talking 

about it, so call your sister in London and tell her what‟s happening.” 

Frantic, the son calls his sister who explodes when she is told the news. 

“You leave this to me,” she finishes. “I‟ll take care of it,” and she instantly rings her 

father and launches into a tirade of protest. 

“You are NOT getting divorced. Don‟t move until I get there. I‟m calling my brother 

back and we‟ll both be there tomorrow. Until then, don‟t even think of divorcing. DO 

YOU HEAR ME?” 

Her father hangs up the phone and turns to his wife. “It‟s OK, they‟re coming for 

Christmas -- and they‟re paying their own way.” 
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THE SHACK  

by William P Young  

Pub. Hodder and Stoughton Ltd 

Paperback: £7.99 

 

Since its publication in the United Kingdom 
earlier this year, this novel by William P 
Young has created quite a buzz. Eugene 
Peterson commented that “this book has 
the potential to do for our generation what 
John Bunyan's “Pilgrim's Progress” did for 
his. It's that good!” 

The novel is based around the Philips family. MacKenzie Philips had 
taken his young family on an adventure holiday but the holiday ends 
tragically when Missy, the youngest daughter, is abducted and her 
body is found in a shack deep in the Oregon wilderness. MacKenzie is 
overcome by a “Great Sadness” and after four years he receives a 
“note from God” and returns to the shack where amazing events 
change his life forever. 

Through this novel, questions about life, death and suffering are 
raised and answered in a manner which astounds MacKenzie and 
which should certainly get every reader thinking. 

Dale Lang, father of one of the students killed in the Columbine 
copycat shooting, makes this poignant comment about the book: 
“Since the death of our son Jason, the Lord has led us to a small 
number of life-changing books and this one heads the list. When you 
close the back cover you will be changed.” 

 

This book can be purchased from any Christian bookshop and 
any good bookseller. It can also be purchased over the 
Internet from ; www.eden.co.uk 

Bill Anderson 
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ROAD TO THE SOMME   

by Philip Orr  

Pub. Blackstaff Press 

Paperback: £14.99 

 
Second Comber readers will be interested 
in this book because its author, Philip Orr, 
is a cousin of our very own Heather Bates. 
Philip is author of a number of successful 
books, including Field of Dreams: An Irish 
Division at Gallipoli and Tomôs Story: 
Sentry Hill and the Great War. He is 
currently working on a study of the 

relationship between the loyalist working class and the church in 
Northern Ireland, New Loyalties, which will be published by the Centre 
for Contemporary Christianity in Ireland. 

This edition of Road to the Somme is a new, revised and updated 
edition of the original, which sold 8,000 copies when first published in 
1987, and greatly increased public interest in the First World War. The 
new edition, in an additional chapter, examines the place of the great 
war in contemporary Irish and Northern Irish history. It argues 
persuasively that remembrance of the First World War needs to be a 
sensitive process here in Northern Ireland that might require its own 
symbols and commemorative events, such as a laurel wreath instead 
of a wreath of poppies, which many Nationalists see as a controversial 
symbol. 

The author further updates his book by considering parallels between 
the Somme and recent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. Orr points out 
that the present Royal Irish regiment that has served in both Iraq and 
Afghanistan is estimated to be 40% Catholic, and that Catholics have 
been among the casualties in these expeditions. 

This is a book recommended not just as a history of the events leading 
up to the Somme, from the birth of the Ulster Volunteer Force to the 
formation of the Ulster Division in1912, but also as a thought-
provoking exploration of the place of war and remembrance in the 
contemporary Northern Ireland political context. 
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Poetsõ 

Corner 
Double Fault 

 

 I was born disadvantaged, 

not having a fiery temper, 

and handicapped 

by eyes that saw another‟s point of view; 

a double drawback 

in the land of the loud, 

where the mild-voiced many move in fear 

and tiptoe round the rim of bubbling wrath. 

I watched with wonder how from birth 

some children found and used raw tantrum 
power, 

slave mothers bringing offerings 

to cap its red-veined heat. 

 

 Once learned, the tactic‟s never lost. 

I see it every day – 

unpunished infant swollen to adult threat, 

his passage cleared of things that might provoke 

a burst of uncontrolled, expedient rage. 

Freed from the ties that bridle moderate men, 

like patience, care for others, fair play rules, 

the hothead glowers through his scarlet world, 

and all the rest is sophistry. 

 

Noel Spence 

Gloom and Glory 

 

Month of mingled gloom and glory, 

Sun and shadow, fog and rain, 

Weeping woods and silent gardens, 

Glowing hearth and frosted pane. 

 

Time of endings and beginnings, 

Bringing to a weary earth 

 Tidings strange and wonderful, 

The glad news of a Saviour‟s birth. 

 

Welcome, welcome gray December 

With your message of good cheer. 

Light your lamp at winter‟s gate 

And crown with joy the passing year. 

 

Contributed by  Jean Galway.                                                                                                                                  



Page 21 

 

  

Memories 

 

 A mixture of jasmine, coffee, lavender and heat 

transports me back to summer days 

in Mediterranean lands, 

where the yellow sand stretched into oblivion 

and a golden orb beat down from above; 

yachts, their tiny vanilla-pod sails 

dots on the horizon; 

my children clothed in honeyglow 

played happily on the beach. 

 

 Memories, buttercup rich 

were made on God-given days like these; 

existence was sweet, saffron smeared, 

contentment silhouetted in the amber moon 

as the velvet-gloved hands of the night sky 

cradled my memories for safe keeping. 

 

 A mixture of jasmine, coffee, lavender and heat 

transports me back to summer days 

again and again….. 

 

 Penny White 
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 Answers to the Quiz on Page 17 

 

1.Boxing  2.Niagara Falls, the rim of which is worn down over  

2 feet each year  3. Asparagus, rhubarb  4.Strawberry  5. It grows inside it  

6. Dwarf, dwell, dwindle  7.Full stop, comma, colon, semi colon, question mark, 

exclamation mark, dash, hyphen, apostrophe, quotation (speech) marks, brackets, 

ellipsis (dots)  8. Lettuce  9. Shoes, socks, sandals, sneakers, slippers, skis, 

skates, snowshoes, stockings, stilts. 

Alpha Course 2009 
 

Our Alpha Course for the new year begins on Monday 

12th January in the same venue, Comber Rec. FC Social 

Club, Park Way, starting as usual at 8pm. If you want 

further information please contact me on  

079 219 22124. In the meantime, I thought you might 

like to read this response to the Course from one of 

this year‟s members. 

 

Ruth Scott. 
 

 

When I first saw the Alpha Course advertisement òIs there more to life than this?ó I 

thought this could be interesting and I would give it a go. 

I was somewhat apprehensive the first evening as I did not know what to expect, but 

everyone was warmly welcomed and made to feel at ease by the leaders. We were 

allocated into groups and with the help of a few ice-breakers we soon got to know 

one another. 

Each week in a supportive and relaxed atmosphere we explored Christianity by 

discussing the various Alpha topics such as òWhy did Jesus die?ó, òWho is the Holy 

Spirit?ó, and òDoes God heal today?ó. This gave us the opportunity to share with 

each other our own thoughts and our own experiences. 

The warmth that developed between those in the Group and the fellowship that we 

shared made this a very enriching experience, and I really looked forward to each 

meeting. 

I did indeed find out that there is more to life and I would heartily recommend the 

Alpha Course to anyone who wants to learn more about Christian faith. 
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Alpha: Another Starting Point 
 

It is hard to believe that seven years of the Alpha Course have passed 
since Second Comber took up the challenge in 2002. We should really give 
a óbig high fiveô to all the leaders, past and present, to their supporters, and 
mostly to you, the congregation, that this programme of witness and 

outreach has stood firm and relevant. 

It is encouraging that there is still a steady, probing interest from people in all 
walks of life in our community, and not necessarily just from our own 
congregation. Clearly there is still a need for a conduit for folk who have been 
awakened by the Holy Spirit to come forward seeking answers, folk who may 
feel outside any congregational structure and may not have the experience of 
ever having been in one. 
 

To address this need the Alpha Course has left the comfort zone of our church 
confines and has gone directly into the community, and for this we are indebted 
to Comber Rec FC for the use of their facilities. We are equally indebted to the 
input of Rev Roy Mackay, and to Rev Mark Shaw and Rev James Cochrane, 
whose passion for outreach and ministry has been central. 
 

A significant development this year has been the running of the Course without 
any direct ministerial input, and here we are truly grateful to Ruth Scott for taking 
up the baton. Under her leadership a wide and mixed participant group has 
enjoyed a menu of friendship bonds, emotions and open-hearted candidness. 

Would Alpha be for me? What is it about? The questions remain the same year 
by year. Well, it‟s about you, you and your relationship with God. Only you will 
know the stage or importance of that relationship. Are you content with your 
present standing, or are you questioning, in crisis, progressing, stagnating, or 
even backsliding in your spiritual life? Is it time for an appraisal, development, or 
an M.O.T.? What are your questions to God‟s answers? 
 

You bring to Alpha what you want to bring, but hopefully it will be a desire to 
learn more about God and His purposes. There will be no pressure, just the 
opportunity to participate in a small group scenario where friendship and 
fellowship are the hallmarks, where masks can be removed, trust built, and 
empathy felt.  
 

Alpha requires a degree of commitment, an hour and a half on Monday evenings 
for three months. Perhaps at the end of the course, or long before it, you will 
realise that Alpha is not about you after all, but about Him, as it always has been 
and always will be, for He is Alpha and Omega. 

On behalf of Ruth, Heather, David and myself, season‟s blessings to you all. 

 

      Gary Dalzell Tel: 91873744 
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Christmas 

Puzzles  

Santa is lost! Can you 
help him find his way 
back to the North Pole?  

The names of sixteen books of 

the Bible are hidden in the text of 

the following paragraph. Can you 

find all sixteen of them? 

 
I once made a remark about the hidden 
books of the Bible. It was a lulu. Kept 
people look­ing so hard for facts and for 
others it was a revelation. Some were in 
a jam, especially since the names of the 
books were not capitalized. But the truth 
finally struck home to numbers of 
readers. To others, it was a real job. We 
want it to be a most fascinating few 
moments for you. Yes, there will be 
some really easy ones to spot. Others 
may require judges to help them. I will 
quickly admit it usually takes a minister 
to find one of them, and there will be 
loud lamentations when it is found. One 
little lady says she brews a cup of tea, 
so she can concentrate better. See how 
well you can compete. Relax now for 
there are really six­teen names of books 

of the Bible in this story. 
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 Marriages 
 
Jesus said, ñKeep yourselves in  

the love of Godò 
 

Ernest George Blakely to 

Wanda Janina Simpson  

on 8th September, 2008 
 

Christopher Irvine to 

Claire Holland  

on 7th November, 2008   

Date Event 

Dates for your Diary 

Saturday  6 Dec  Christmas Capers at Second  Blue Santa with his Elves). 

Sunday 7 Dec  11.30 am Christmas Family Service 

   6.30 pm Advent Service in St. Mary‟s 

Fri / Sat 12 / 13 Dec Little Red Riding Hood  ( details on Page 25 ) 

Sunday 21 Dec  6.30 pm Service of Readings & Carols 

Wednesday 24 Dec 11.30 pm Christmas Eve Service  (Smyth Hall) 

Thursday 25 Dec 10.30 am Christmas Morning Family Service 

Sunday 4 Jan 2009 11.30 am Sacrament of the Lord‟s Supper 

  Deaths 
 
Jesus said, ñI am the resurrection and 
the life.ò  
 

Mrs. Agnes Adgey 

Movilla House Nursing Home, 
Newtownards 

Died 12th October 2008 
 

Mrs. Olive Nelson 

Park Crescent, Comber 

Died 23rd October 2008 

  Baptisms 
 

Jesus said, ñLet the children come 
onto meò 
 

Dylan David Thomas Dunlop, 

45 Railway Street, 

 

Jack Marc Watt, 

54 Brentwood Way,   

Newtownards 

 

Rachel  May Lamont 

3 De Wind Drive 

 

Daniel Thomas Johnston   

41 Killinchy Street 

 

Gabriella Ruth Scates   

The Beeches  Killinchy 

 

  Change of Address 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Dornan 

from 1 Lansdowne Park  

To  2 Cuan Place, Newtownards 
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Services:   January - March 2009 

A CHURCH FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 

(The Church in Acts and our Core Values) 

January 

4th 11.30am Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper 

ñThe Cross Changes Everythingò   Romans 3 v 21-27 

RM 

 6.30pm Evening Service - Welcome Area   What the Papers Say  RM  

11th 11.30am Core Value 5 ñAttitudesò   (1 Cor. 13)  SG  

 6.30pm Evening Service in First Comber  

18th 11.30am Town Churchesô Pulpit Exchange  

 6.30pm United Town Service  

25th 11.30am Rev. T. Gribben   (Dep Clerk of Gen Assembly)    

 6.30pm Evening Service in First Comber  

ñLife Through the Spiritò   
(Romans 8 contd.) 

February 

1st 11.30am Godôs Spirit brings Freedom   (Romans 8 v1-11) SG  

 6.30pm Evening Service - Welcome Area  Response to the Pulpit   

8th 11.30am Godôs Spirit brings us into His  (Romans 8 v 12-17) RM  

 6.30pm Evening Worship in First Comber  

15th 11.30am Godôs Spirit brings Hope    (Romans 8 v18-27) RM  

 6.30pm Evening Service followed by AGM  RM 

22nd 11.30am Godôs Spirit brings Security   RM 

 6.30pm Evening Worship in First Comber  

ñRelationshipsò   
(Romans 12 & 13) 

March 

1st 11.30am Seedtime Service SG  

 6.30pm Youth Parade Service RM  

8th 11.30am Crossfire Service   

 6.30pm Evening Service in First Comber  

15th 11.30am Have a right relationship with God   (Romans 12 v 1-2) RM 

 6.30pm Crossfire L.I.T. lead worship                                          RM 

22nd 11.30am Have a right relationship with yourself (Rom 12 v 3-8) RM 

  6.30pm Evening Service in First Comber  

29th 11.30am Have a right relationship with each other  (Rom 12  v 9 ï 16) RM 

 6.30pm Evening Service  -  Welcome Area   
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It is of the Lordôs 

mercies that we 

are not consumed, 

because his 

compassions fail 

not..  They are 

new every 

morning: great is 

thy faithfulness. 

 

Lamentations 3  

vv 22,23 

 

Pause for 

Thought 

Dandelions and Diamonds 

 

Walking quickly to school a young boy kept talking about 

„all the diamonds in the grass‟. In a hurry, his mum didn‟t 

ask what he meant, but just agreed with him in a non-

committal way! 

The same conversation took place several mornings in a 

row until finally his mother asked, “Where are these 

diamonds you‟re going on about?” 

To her amusement, he pointed to the dandelion clocks 

glistening in the sun; to her they were just weeds, but to 

the young boy they were indeed precious diamonds. From 

that morning on his mother was determined to see things 

around her through her child‟s eyes, and wherever 

possible to see diamonds and not dandelions. 

At this time of credit crunch and recession may we, with 

God‟s help, see not the dandelions of hopelessness and 

despair, worry and fear, but see instead the diamonds of 

hope, peace and security which we have through the many 

blessings God has given us.  
 

As the old hymn says  Count your blessings 

 Name them one by one 

 And it will surprise you  

 what the Lord has done. 

 

Ruth Scott 


