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Thoughts from
the Manse

The Manse

September, 2008

Dear Members of Second Comber,

It is strange to find Scrabo Tower covered in mist for so much of this
year’'s summer. Indeed, there has hardly been a day without rain for all of
August. Sometimes, looking across from Comber to Ards, it looks as if the rock
and tower have disappeared. Once the clouds lift, however, reality returns and
Scrabo stands clearly on sentry duty over Strangford.

Perhaps this pictures what it can be like for us as we look at God.
‘Clouds’ encircle our lives at times — disappointments, iliness, uncertainties. We
are tempted to imagine that God is no longer there. He has disappeared from the
scene.

Throughout the book of Psalms we get glimpses of such experiences. Yet,
always at the end of the passage, the writer is brought back to realise that God
has always been there, watching over His creation. Our feelings do not create
the existence of His presence.

In Psalm 61 David experienced low times in his life and almost verged
on despair. Yet he was able to rise above his feelings and trust in the presence
and reality of God. He writes in verse 2: From the ends of the earth | call to you, |
call as my heart grows faint; lead me to the rock that is higher than I. For you
have been my refuge, a strong tower ...

So, the next time you look across at Scrabo on a clear day, remember
that someone else is still there. HE hasn’t gone away, you know!

Your friend,

Roy Mackay
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Top 10 tips for new
students!

As September arrives, many in our congregation
find themselves heading back to class A however,

for some, itds a little more g a
off to University for the first time! 3
In light of this, we thought W bring
1. Make the most of Freshers' Week by attending as many events as you
can and by accepting lots of invitations. But don't feel pressurised into
joining more than a manageable number of societies. You can always
reconsider and join later.
2.1 f youdr e | makesu yourdoohisaopens while unpacking so
people can see you exist - guaranteed way to meet people.
3. Dondt drop peopl e Yy oMourkaglewladftoaseem h o me .
familiar face.
4. Getready to embrace the age -old custom of queuing all day in order to
give a piece of paper to someone and then get your photo taken! Wear
comfy shoes!
5. Getadiaryiand use it! Dondt | et your week b

Monday night fi swimming, Wednesday fi St udent sé Uni on Qui z

6. Do wash i Many other people do, and they will be able to smell you if
you donodt!

7. Dondt | ose your Sitiucdnéaimg usefubnondbbera o k

8. Remember to ring your parents. Hourly reports may not be entirely
necessary but, believe it or not, they will actually miss clearing up after
you and having your music too loud, regardless of what they may say.

9. Plenty of smiling is needed i everyone is in the same boat so try not to
be too shy and get chatting. Who knows who you might meet?

10. Enjoy yourselfl - a good balance of work, rest and play means that your
time at uni should be everything you wanted it to be - with a degree at
the end too!

www.nus.org.uk

NnNational union of students

Page 3



ditorial

/

I &m not young enough
J.M. Barrie

One of the popular phrases of a few decades ago that, like juvenile delinquengyseems to

have gone out of everyday usage, is the term The Generation Gagl hat 6 s no't

for a moment that the phenomenon it described is no longer with us or that, like another
catchphrase of the period, The Cold Warit has been overtaken by events.

No, that timeless separation of youth and age is as alive today as ever, justifying to some
extent one commentatorés observation
and makes friends with its grandfathers.

The gap, nonetheless, seems to have narrowed almost to extinction in the life and work
of Second Comber. Visitors to our church usually comment upon the healthy humbers of
young people who populate the Sunday School, augment the congregation, and
contribute to the worship. The talents of our Praise Band must be the envy of smaller
churches which struggle to form even a basic church choir, while the participation of still
younger children in leading the worship on such Sundays as the Holiday Bible Club
Service is something we now almost take for granted.

A glance through this edition of Scopeunderlines the importance of the involvement of
our young folk in the activities of Second Comber and throughout the town. There is no
indication here that G.B. Shaw was right in claiming that all the young can do for the old
is shock them and keep them up to date. Scan through these pages and you will not feel
that youth is wasted on the young

No better time then for the church magazine to introduce new young blood into its

t

t

0

s

commi ttee in the person of Carolyn Cowd

that o6écrabbed age and youth cannot |
readers will enjoy her contributions, and trust that we in turn will be energised by her
youthful vision and vigour. The hope is that this better balanced committee will ensure
that there is something in Scopefor all ages and that the magazine will thereby better
reflect the wider ethos and working of the church.

Editorial Team: Mervyn Bates, Carolyn Cowden, Stephen Flannigan,
Tom McAuley, Noel Spence.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

On behalf of Roy and myself | would like to thank through " Scope" several
people who remembered and supported Karen and Stephen in various ways
during their year of Mission in South Africa.

Firstly, we were delighted that The World Development Group sent a very
generous cheque to Karen and Stephen for work in Genesis Hospice (for
Aids/HIV and TB.) where both of them worked on a voluntary basis. We would
also thank sincerely individual members who sent them financial support, those
who remembered them regularly in prayer, and those who regularly enquired
from us about them. We give thanks to Almighty God for their health and safety
during this time.

They had a very rewarding year and they will be about Second Comber from
time to time for us to hear and see some of the work they did.

Thank you to everyone concerned and may God Bless you for taking an
interest in Karen and Stephen's work in South Africa.

Yours sincerely,
Joyce Courtenay.

6B Rathmullan Drive
Newtownards
Dear Editor,

At the close of what has been an exceptionally busy year for everyone
involved, |1 would like through Scopeto pay tribute to the hard work, spirit of
cooperation, and general friendliness of all the Supper Teams, leaders and members
alike.

It has indeed been a year of total commitment, with many additional church
functions and events, such as the special Licensing evenings for Assistant Ministers
James Cochrane and Mark Catney, but whatever the challenge, the occasion, or the team
concerned, there was invariably the same level of helpfulness and willingness to ensure
that the catering side of the event was up to the traditional Second Comber standard.

It has been a great pleasure to lead the ladies of the Supper Teams and to know
that I can count on them in every situation, and | would repeat my Thank You to them
all as one session ends and another beckons.

Yours sincerely
Myrtle Murray.

Page 5



SPOT THE BALL

Can you find John & Angeline in Morocco?

During their visit to Morocco in April, John and Angeline Ball were given a letter for the
people of Second Comber by the Director of
has much pleasure in reproducing that letter below.

Village of Hope
Home d’Enfants de Toufelstat Ain Leuh 28" April, 2008.

The Leadership and Congregation Second Comber World Development Group

The Village of Hope would like to thank you for all your very generous previous support,
and also for the latest gift of £700.00 Sterling. Your contributions are much appreciated
and go towards providing a loving home for abandoned children in our area of Morocco.

Once again, thank you so much.
Blessings,

Errol C. Muller  Managing Director, Village of Hope
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As Ot hers See Uséé

If you are a grandmother or grandfather, have you ever wondered how you must
appear to your grandchildren?. This is how one little girl described her
grandparents:

A grandmother is a lady who has no children of her own. She likes other
people’s little boys and girl s. A grand
walks with boys and they talk about fishing and stuff like that.

Grandmot hers don’t have to do anything
they shouldn’t play hard or run. May be
It is enough if they take us to the shops and have lots of money ready. Usually
grandmothers are fat but not too fat to tie your shoes. They wear glasses and
funny wunder wear . They can take their te
have to be smart, only answer questions
do dogs chase cats?”

When Grandmothers read to us they don’t
story over again. Everybody should have
have a television, because they are the only grown-ups who have time.
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Stewart From Stewartstown

I nte rview Some weeks ago our new Assistant Minister,

Mr Stewart Glendinning, was briefly introduced to the
congregation at morning service by Rev Mackay.
Scope now sends along a reporter to learn more, and
finds Stewart hobbling about on crutches.

Scope: Thank you for agreeing to this interview at
a time when you are clearly not running in
top gear.

Stewart: No problem at all, it's my pleasure. In fact |
am recovering well but the crutches have

Scope:

Stewart:

Scope:

Stewart:

slowed me down quite a lot! All being well, I'll
be back on my feet again before the end of September
and be able to take up my duties as Assistant Minister then.

An interesting facet of your credentials, so to speak, is that, not for the
first time, our Assistant has a scientific background and education. This
seems to be an increasingly common feature in those entering the
Church. Have you any views on this development which at one time
might have appeared almost contradictory.

I's not actually something that | had really thought about until you brought it
up, but yes, almost half of the students in my year come from a scientific
background — two engineers, a chemist and a dentist. Even the man whose
ministry | grew up under (Rev R Buick) holds a PhD in Engineering. This
meant that | never really thought of my chemical engineering background as a
hindrance to ordained ministry in PCI. Although, having said that, | was
starting almost from scratch to learn how to write essays for university! Of
course you are right, people from scientific backgrounds are not generally
thought of as great orators and | personally do not think of myself as a great
orator, but | do find great comfort in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5. “When | came to you,
brothers, | did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as | proclaimed to
you the testimony about God. For | resolved to know nothing while | was with
you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. | came to you in weakness and
fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with
wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so
that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.0 | know
that this is a very high aim, but | want to bear witness to “Jesus Christ and Him
crucifieddthroughout my whole time with you in Second Comber.

Rev Mackay touched on your Call, the means or process by which you
decided to study for the Ministry. Could you outline for our readers how
you have arrived at your present position of serving God as a student
Minister in the Presbyterian Church in Ireland?

When | was 16 years old, on Easter Monday of my fifth year at school, my
whole family and | were at the Faith Mission Convention in Bangor and in one
of the meetings that day the sermon was on Isaiah’s Call (Isaiah 6) and God
seemed to be speaking directly to me, saying “| want you to serve me full time
in the Presbyterian Church”. Then, before the end of that week at a youth
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Scope:

Stewart:

event | had the same deep impression
that God was caling me to be an
Ordained Minister, but that thought
terrified me. | felt that | was not able to
teach and so | didn’t say anything to
anyone, but instead just went on with my
education.

By Christmas of my first year at Queen’s
| got involved with an Exodus team that
was going to St Petersburg in Russia to
work with street children and | really
started to grow in my Christian life
through the discipleship programme that
the team went through. During my time
in St Petersburg | “preached” my first
message through an interpreter and
because of what other members of the
team said, | began to realise that with
God’s help | may be able to teach the
Scriptures. So when | returned from Russia | offered myself to the Boys’
Brigade Captain to teach some of the BB Scripture Classes and | was also
given the opportunity to teach in the Youth Fellowship. As | studied the Bible to
teach other young people, | grew myself in my understanding and love for it
and all the time, in the back of my mind, was the thought that maybe God had
been calling me when | was 16.

Eventually, because of encouragement from people in my own church and
some friends, | decided to apply to the Ordained Ministry in PCI. That process
included Kirk Session of my home church approving my application, Tyrone
Presbytery interviewing me, an eight week placement in 1% Cookstown
Presbyterian Church and three days of teaching and interviews at Union
Theological College. On the evening of the third day of interviews | had
complete peace. | knew that whether | was accepted or rejected that | had
done my part, | had submitted my sense of Call to testing.

Later that evening | received a telephone call to let me know that the Board of
Studies and Christian Training were forwarding my name to the General
Assembly to be accepted as a Student for the Ordained Ministry. | started in
College the following September and | now have just one more year’s studies
to do in College.

Assistant Ministers, especially young ones like yourself, are often
deployed to take a special interest and involvement in working with the
young people of the congregation. Would you see that as an area you
would like to focus on?

The majority of the Christian work I've been involved in has been focused on
children and young people. I've been involved in leading and coordinating
Holiday Bible Clubs and I've been an Officer in the Boys’ Brigade and a leader
in my Youth Fellowship since | was 18. | would love to have the opportunity to
continue to work with young people, helping them to identify their gifts and to
grow in their understanding and their love of God. However | am not a trained
youth worker and I'd like to also get involved in other aspects of your work in
Second Comber.
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Scope:

Stewart:

Scope:

Stewart:

Scope:

Stewart:

Scope:

Stewart:

Presumably you were not previously familiar with Comber. What have
been your initial impressions of the town and district, and of the people
and Second Comber?

My initial impressions of the area are very good. It's a very well kept small
town but | haven’t had much opportunity yet to see around the town in day
light. The people of Second Comber that I've met so far are all very friendly
and welcoming and I'm looking forward to getting to know all of them better
over my three and a half years with you.

Outside of your work and calling, what interests or pursuits do you
have?

When | was younger | used to enjoy both running and cycling, but over the
past seven years I've spent in Belfast | lost the time and then the ability to run
or cycle more than a few miles! To relax and wind down | tend to read
anything from blogs and articles on the internet to autobiographies and light-
hearted Terry Pratchett novels. Recently I've re-discovered the relaxing
benefits of building and painting Airfix model aircraft — | find the fine, detailed
work with my hands to be very peaceful. Of course | also enjoy going to the
cinema and ten pin bowling with friends, but I'm not sure if any of these could
be called my interests or pursuits, they are just helpful ways to unwind after a
week’s study.

A large church like Second Comber, with 850 families or thereabouts,
means an awful lot of new names and faces and potentially a heavy
timetable of visiting. Are you nervous at all at the prospect of having to
meet and remember so many people?

Yes, it's a terrifying thought! | come from 1% Stewartstown with has only about
80 families and the biggest church I've worked in up to now has been about
350 families, so coming to Second Comber is a huge leap for me in that
regard. | hope that people will understand if it takes me a little time to get to
know them and put names to faces! That said, however, I'm looking forward to
the visiting schedule and getting to share with many of the people of the
congregation in their homes.

ltés been a pleasure meeting you and
the readers of Scope, we wish you a speedy recovery, and look forward
very much to having you back with us as our new Assistant.
Thank you for your kind wishes and | too am looking forward to joining with
you in the service of our Almighty God in Comber.
Christian one-liners
Donot get down ; remember, Moses star

Some people serve God, but only as advisors

Iltés easier to preach ten sermons

Donot criticise your church; i f i
If you want a better Minister, pray for the one you have.
We are called to be witnesses, not judges.
Opportunity knocks once, temptation never stops knocking.
God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.
Page 10
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h .
- Happy 10" Birthday CYFC
ai Comber Youth for Christ is celebrating its 10™
Anniversary this year and we want to say a
comber . great big ‘Thank You’ to the people of Second
IJOU“I for christ Comber for their support over these years.
Since the opening of The Net Drop-in centre in
1998 we have been providing activities, Alpha
courses and social learning programmes for young people, introducing them to
the person and work of Jesus Christ and to concepts of positive citizenship. We
have also been running Party in the Park for a number of years now; an event
aimed at giving to the community. Other key events have included Late Night
Football, in partnership with PSNI and Second Comber, which has had a direct
link with reduced anti-social behaviour in Comber.
This year we have taken the leap of faith and employed a full-time youth worker,
Laura Magee. This allows us to do so much more with the young people in
Comber but obviously also involves increased expenditure and so we are
appealing to everyone to help us raise funds to continue this work. Our youth
worker will be working in the local schools taking assemblies, Religious
Education classes and Scripture Union sessions. She will be able to provide
training to local youth workers and will be able to attend the local churches as
well as encouraging young people to attend church and supporting them to do
so. You will find her prayer letter in this edition of Scope.
We will also be holding a 10 years Celebration event on Friday 17" October in
Comber Leisure Centre starting at 7.30 pm and you are warmly invited to join
with us as we give thanks for the past and look forward to the future.
With the increase in our activities and the associated financial costs we now
need to raise around £2000 per month. We hope to do this by way of small
grants, fundraisers, church giving and monthly donations. You can help support
the work by committing to make a monthly or yearly donation by direct debit. If
you feel that you can help and would like a direct debit form you can collect
these from the carousel in the Welcome area. For more information on any
aspect of the work of Comber Youth For Christ please speak with Maxine
McCutcheon, Gary Ball (078 9240 2987) or Heather Russell (077 3665 8817).
Once again, thank you for your ongoing support.

Contributed by Gary Ball
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A Letter from Laura

Dear Prayer Supporter, '
My name is Laura Magee and | am . |
the new Youth Worker for Comber
Youth for Christ. | wanted to take the
opportunity to thank you for all your
support over the past ten years and
introduce myself so you can begin
to support the ministry of CYFC in
this new chapter in which we find

ourselves!

| graduated from Belfast Bible

College in 2006 with a degree in

Theology. Since then | have been working as a Youth Worker for Exodus in
Coleraine and then in the North Down YMCA. | am excited about my new
position here in Comber and | can’'t wait to see what God has in store! | am
passionate about the local church and hopefully you will be seeing my face in
and around your churches here in Comber. | believe the local church is the hope
of the world, and as our mission statement presents, we are committed to
“participating in the body of Christ” in our ministry. We are so grateful for the
support we’'ve had from the churches so far and as we look to the future we hope
to continue and increase the involvement of the churches in the ministry.

God is such an awesome God and | fully believe that He alone has got to be the
driving force behind what we do—our inspiration and our power. “Unless the
Lord builds the house, the workers labour in vain” (Ps 127:1). And so, | am
asking for your prayerful support as | begin my journey of ministry here in
Comber Youth for Christ.

Obviously, as I’'m new about town, a big priority for me is getting to know the
young people, volunteers, church contacts, community representatives etc. |
have met so many wonderful people so far and | am continually increasing my
network of supporters and contacts. Please pray that God will build great
relationships and that we’ll be blessings to one another.

Please pray for ‘The Net’ drop-in centre and the young people we have coming
in each week. It's an awesome opportunity to engage with young people with
limited or no church connections. Please pray that the young people would come
to know the reality of God and choose the abundant life He offers!

Pray for upcoming programmes we’ll be running in The Net. We are hoping to
run Youth Alpha, or something similar in the near future, along with other
projects. | am also hoping to get the opportunity to take assemblies and
potentially develop Christian Unions in the local schools. Please pray for open
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doors!

Pray for resources—obviously having a new staff member has costs involved.
Pray for finance and pray about the possibility of contributing as a one-off, or
becoming one of our monthly donors. Every little contribution adds up!

Also pray for more volunteers to do the work on the ground. We’re always on the
look-out for people with a heart for young people and a passion to see them
come to know God. Regardless of age or experience, I'd love to talk to those
who are interested!

Give thanks that God is at work! Party in the Park was a huge success again this
year. Late Night Football has been replicated in other parts as a successful way
to prevent anti-social behaviour and our relationships with the young people
keep on growing! We are so thankful and give all glory to God!

Pray that God would continually work through the ministry and develop it as He
sees fit. That we would ride on the waves that God is creating, rather than just
attempting to create our own ripples! Pray that our hearts would increase in love
for the young people and for the community as a whole.

Again thank you so much for your continued support and prayers—they are
invaluable to our work and we can’t thank you enough for the time and money
you sacrifice to help us reach out.

Hoping to meet you soon if | haven’t already!

Laura Magee
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Even ajob as mind-numbing as
marking exam papers can have its
lighter moments, as this selection
of actual examination answers
illustrates:

Geography
Q: Name the four seasons.
A: Salt, pepper, mustard, and vinegar.

Q: Explain one of the processes by
which water can be made safe to

\ drink.
A: Flirtation makes water safe to drink

>0 >0

because it removes large pollutants
like grit, sand, dead sheep and
canoeists.

: How is dew formed?

: The sun shines down on the leaves and makes them perspire.

: What causes the tides in the oceans?

: The tides are a fight between the Earth and the Moon. All water tends to flow

towards the moon, because there is no water on the moon, and nature
abhors a vacuum. | forget where the sun joins in this fight.

Biology

>PO0>P0>P0P>P0>P0>P0>0

: What happens to your body as you age?

: When you get old, so do your bowels and you get intercontinental.
: How can you delay milk turning sour?

: Keep it in the cow. [He got an A]

: What is the Fibula?

A small lie.

: What does "varicose" mean?

Nearby.
What is a seizure?
A Roman emperor.

: What is a terminal illness?

When you are sick at the airport

. Give an example of a fungus. What is a characteristic feature?
: Mushrooms. They always grow in damp places and they look like umbrellas.
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English

Q: Use the word "judicious" in a sentence to show you understand its meaning
A: Hands that judicious can be soft as your face.

Q: What does the word "benign" mean?

A: Benign is what you will be after you be eight.

Technology
Q: What is a turbine?
A: Something an Arab or Sheik wears on his head

Thinking on Your Feet

Sometimes ministers have to think very smartly indeed, as this reputedly true
story of a local Presbyterian minister illustrates:

A young man had just passed his driving test and approached his father, a
Presbyterian minister, on the subject of when he would have the use of the
family car.

His father saw an opportunity and said, “Here’s the deal. You improve your
grades at school, study your Bible more regularly, get your hair cut, and then
we’ll talk about the car.”

The son accepted the offer. Six weeks later, just after the School Report had
come in, his father said, “Son, I'm proud of you. You've got A and B grades in
your Report, and I've noticed you’'ve been studying your Bible and taking part in
the Bible Study Group. Well done. The only thing is, you haven’t had your hair
cut.”

His son was ready for this. “I've
noticed in the Bible, dad, that
Samson had long hair, and so
had John the Baptist, and Moses,
and most people picture Jesus as
having long hair.”

Quick as a flash his father replied,
“And did you also notice that all
these people walked everywhere
they went?”
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Perils of this world

(@)

Poet B

Corner Self seeking; yeah, that is me;
Self pleasing; surely it cannot be;
Self dependency; Oh dear, all three.

Gary Dalzell

;’/:?
¥ Purchasing Power

You know you’re worth it, the ad man beams,
Gratify your earthly dreams.
Buy and spend like Mr Jones,
Fit the bill -Commercial clones.
New image, season’s colours,

Calvanism Must have now, sisters, brothers.
Acquire, buy, accumulate,
God’s plan Find that bargain before too late.
Flawed Man
God'’s selection But what's the point, where’s the merit?
Man'’s election The answer lies in earth based spirit.
God's grace Always grasping, always needing.
Chosen race Spare a thought, our souls are bleeding.
Gary Dalzell Gary Dalzell
Drosophila

How and why
is there always a fly
floating dead in the vinegar shaker?
Is it comment on
the fate of man,
tossed and crossed by his sourgrapes Maker?
It's no use asking sodden flies,
they’re in too deep for that;
I'll probably ask my wise-eyed cat
who never tells me any lies.
Noel Spence
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Causeway Walk

I canét recalll before or since
a walk so deep refreshing for us both,
one pre-set to condition saggy hope.
Someone had set the sea to Rinse
and tossed in scoops of soap.
The turning, churning waves and yellowed froth
untangled snags and sloshed away their fret.
ltés biological, a wild walk wet,
something you should try
to make dark musings white through cleansing kind.
Just set the feet to Start,
let the wind spin-dry
the secret weepings of the heart
and still the tumble throbbings of the mind.
Noel Spence

Hands contributed by Jean Galway

Some Sundays ago at morning service Rev. MacConnell preached a very
moving sermon. His subject was 'Hands'. He said how much hands can tell us,
such as the calloused hands of the farmer and the manual labourer.

| have Gardeners' hands which do not make good models for the rings | adore.
Rev. MacConnell went on to speak of the hands of Jesus, which must have been
so toil worn having worked in a Carpenter's shop for thirty years and with only
primitive tools.

To finish Rev. MacConnell said about Thomas who didn't believe until he had
seen for himself the nail pierced hands, but when he had seen them he believed
and said. "My Lord and my God".

During the sermon | recalled a little verse written by Maltbie D. Babcock which |
would like to pass on --

"Yes, yes, a Carpenter, same trade as mine.

How it warms my heart, as | read that line.

| can stand the hard work, | can stand the poor pay
For I'll see the Carpenter, at no distant day."
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LETTER FROM SOUTH AFRICA

Stephen & Karen Orr

Karen and Stephen Orr have returned from
a year of Mission in the Genesis Hospice
in South Africa. Karen, of course, is still
fondly remembered in Second Comber as
Karen Courtenay, so we thought it might
be interesting to get a flavour of what her
husband and she have experienced during
their time overseas. The following is a
letter home nearing the close of their one
year stay, and comes to us courtesy of their own church magazine:

As we approach the final weeks of our time in South Africa we are certainly not
6winding downbo, it is incredibly busy
food prices which have been experienced globally are taking their toll on the poor in this
country and since the beginning of March we have seen a dramatic rise in hospital
admissions of children suffering from malnutrition and associated conditions. This is
putting an increasing burden on an already overstretched health system in both practical

terms and emotionally taking its toll on staff. However God is faithful and he continues

to provide the strength and skills necessary to work through these challenges.

At the beginning of May we were away with around 300 other people for Church Camp;

the theme was O6Shipwreckedd and we unl
through a series on the first three beatitudes. It was a wonderful weekend of teaching,
worship and fellowship where we had the opportunity to get to know people better.

Also at church, Seeds are starting a new Reading/Homework Room at the Genesis
community centre for Primary school children and we spent part of this weekend
cleaning out, painting and preparing the room. There is still a lot to do before they open
on 2" June but we are having a great time working with the teenagers i though they do
tend to spread the paint a little thinly and we have to come behind fixing it up!

The time has flown by and it is hard to
easy leaving South Africai t hi s pl ace 6égets under your
wonderful friends and, most importantly, God has taught us a lot about walking by faith

while we have been here. However He is clearly calling us home, as evidenced by the job

offer I received and through how He has managed all the little details. We agreed the sale

of the car, furniture and scooter weeks ago! It is exciting to enter another new phase in

Page 18



—~+ O
o C

the Lord wilTAugu#lver be

o -
—
—
—
e
(7]
—
=

Karen

In recent weeks | have acquired a couple of new responsibilities at church. Sunday
morning services have commenced a new series going right through the Bible and a
whole new range of additional teaching resources is being provided in written and DVD
format to enhance the Sunday sermons. | am filming and editing the DVD teaching
followed by burning over 200 DVDs a week on whatever computers happen to be
available! 1 have also started helping with audiovisual stuff, doing the sound desk and
projector at weekend services and at events through the week. In addition to what | was
already doing,it adds up to a rather hectic schedule.

As the year has passed and | have experienced many aspects of ministry i from acts of
service, to preaching, youth work, leadership and administration- | have increasingly felt
a strong call into full time ministry. As a result, in May | resigned from my teaching job
at Slemish College and will not be returning there as previously planned. At present I do
not have a clear plan of what the Lord has in store for me but we are patiently waiting for
Him to open the right doors. He has proven time and again for us, in little things and in
the big, t hat His timing is perfect
me , | wi || honour . 0

I want to thank everyone who has supported us over this past year i those who have
prayed for us, encouraged us as they kept in touch with us and those who supported us
financially; we appreciate all you have done. Please be encouraged that money that was
given to us has been used in various exceedingly worthwhile ministries and many people
have been blessed by your generosity.

Stephen

Wise Words

Happy moments, PRAISE GOD
Difficult moments, SEEK GOD
Quiet moments, WORSHIP GOD
Painful moments, TRUST GOD
Every moment, THANK GOD
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Obituary

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common
Sense, who has been with us for many years. No one knows for sure
how old he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in
bureaucratic red tape. He will be remembered as having cultivated
such valuable lessons as: Knowing when to come in out of the rain;
why the early bird gets the worm; life isn't always fair; and maybe it
was my fault. Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial
policies (don't spend more than you can earn) and reliable strategies
(adults, not children, are in charge).

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well intentioned but
overbearing regulations which resulted in an adult being questioned
by police for comforting a child who had fallen and skinned its knee,
and a teacher being fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only
worsened his condition. Common Sense lost ground when parents
attacked teachers for doing the job that they themselves had failed to
do in disciplining their unruly children.

His condition declined even further when schools were required to get
parental consent to administer sun lotion or an Aspirin to a student.
Common Sense lost the will to live as churches became businesses,
and criminals received better treatment than their victims. Common
Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a
burglar in your own home, and the burglar could sue you for assault.

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed to
realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in
her lap, and was promptly awarded a huge settlement. Common
Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust, his
wife, Discretion, his daughter, Responsibility, and his son, Reason.
He is survived by his four stepbrothers; | Know My Rights, | Want It
Now, Someone Else Is To Blame, I'm A Victim.

Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was
gone. If you still remember him, keep his memory alive even when
everyone else seems to have forgotten him entirely.
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Find the name of the famous people from

the bible using the clues below '

Wh 0 am I 7 1. |lost all my strength when
- my hair was cut off
2. | built an ark
DIY|S|AM[IS|[O|IM|P A 3N 4
. | survived in a den of lions
AUIVIS Y IO IN 'ij H |H 4, | killed a giant with a
VIE|IPIE|T [E|R|G|O]I stone
KL [N HH W (A 5. | was the first man made
D|IS|O|E|D|O|R|E|H|M by God
Sslalulc) [alalolc|c 6 | was swallowed by a whale
HiMIUIS|TUIMNIAIFIT IN 7 | was an evil king
MliLlalelElalalclD wl 8 My name means ORO
alwlolplaloglalDplH |y ot I had 12 sons
wIiTH [Blalelolclald 10. I am the Son of God

A mother was preparing pancakes for her
sons Ryan (3) and Kevin (5). The boys began
to argue over the last pancake and their
mother saw the opportunity for a moral

story.

61l f Jesus were sitting her
0Let my brother have the |

Kevin turned to his younger brother and
AiDad, why do we Shalvde, nOiR¥san, you be Jesus!




SUPERHEROES.

This is the age of the superhero. We have just had Batman, The Dark
Knight in our cinemas, and Heroes is a big hit on TV. Of course, comic
book heroes have been around since at least the 1950s.

The themes of these stories are generally similar — for every hero there is
a villain. Batman has The Joker and in Heroes Sylar is the one to hate.

In some ways superheroes are morality tales with a twist, namely
superhuman power. In Heroes, for example, Claire the cheerleader can
heal herself, Hiro can travel through time, Parkman can read thoughts
and Isaac can see the future. The evil Sylar can absorb the powers of
those around him.

This to my mind echoes the history of belief; we believe in the power and
love of God and if we ignore or understate the power of the devil we do
so at our peril. Faith is a struggle for explanation of our human condition.
Some of us may think that allowing our young people to be exposed to
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comic book style stories is detrimental, but, if they are correctly
approached for what they are, this need not be so. If the evil elements
are glorified, that is clearly wrong, but as morality tales they can be
illuminating.

After all, Our Lord was in a sense a superhero. He worked miracles; he
read thoughts and he provides us with the reality of immortality. So many
things which the human mind can conceive are reflections of gospel
truths. Our inherent need to understand our existence can lead to true
revelations of God, or just pale shadows of it.

In Prince Caspian, a film version of which was also released this year,
C.S. Lewis helps us to understand heroes in a somewhat different way.
In Narnia the children of this world become the Kings and Queens of
Narnia. Lucy, the youngest and perhaps least regarded by her siblings,
is the character with the deepest affection for Aslan (an allegorical Jesus)
and the greatest integrity. A child in our world might be seen as less
significant than an adult, but Lewis turns that idea on its head. The
Narnia Chronicles are rollicking good stories, but with deep levels of
meaning. The human mind has been programmed by God, and we see
his echoes in all human endeavour. Only when that endeavour is
corrupted and glorifies evil is there a danger to our true beliefs.

So Batman or Spiderman, the anonymous superheroes whose identity is
hidden from their peers, can be an object lesson in understanding God’s
care and provision for us- always there when we need Him, never absent
when it's important.

Superhero films and TV programmes only become a problem if the evil
tyrants become the heroes. Where evil is overcome by good this can be
symbolic of our own real battles. “Save the cheerleader and save the
world” is one of the themes of Heroes. In our real lives our world can
only be saved by our almighty God; there is really only one true
Superhero.

Contributed by Mervyn Bates
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INVITATION

All members and former members of 2 Comber GB and anyone in
the congregation with GB connections are invited to the

60" Anniversary Dinner to be held on Saturday 1{ October 2008
in La Mon House Hotel.

Names and either deposit or full amount of £20 to be given to
Roberta Murdoch or Captain Andrea Krumov by 30" September.

Dates for your Diary

Date Event

Saturday 4th October GB Car Boot Sale

Saturday 11th October  GB 60th Anniversary Dinner (see above)

Sun/ Mon 12/13th October Harvest Services

Sunday 26th October Sacrament of Lordds Suppé€
Thursday  30th October Fireworks Extravaganza

Thursday  20nd November "Virgin V" Evening

Saturday  6th December  Christmas Capers at Second
(Blue Santa with his Elves).
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New Members

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Johnston, i] ie fs g S said, “ am t
41 Killinchy Street,
Comber Mrs. Ethel Fyfe,
) la The Straits,
Baptisms Lisbane
Jesus said, “Let the Red27Ehfprib3P08: o me ont o
me "
Mrs. Mary McKimm,
Dylan David Thomas Dunlop, Four Seasons Nursing Home,
45 Railway Street, Died 28th April, 2008
Jack Marc Watt, Mrs. Thomasena Donaldson,
54 Brentwood Way, Clandeboye Care Home,
Newtownards Bangor
Rachel May Lamont Died 29th April, 2008
3 De Wind Drive Mrs. Lily Burns
Marriages Four Seasons Nursing Home
Died 18th June, 2008
Jesus said, “Keep yourselves in the |l ove
of God” Mr. Jackie Orr,

Thomas Harry Jones to
Lesley Anna Harte
on 24th May, 2008

Francis Gerard Gilmore to
Lynsey McBriar
on 6th June, 2008

Richard James Smith to
Melissa Catherine Maryanna Lappin
on 6th August, 2008

Philip Thomas Scott to
Sharon Louise Geddis
on 9th August, 2008

Christopher McHale to
Carly Brown
on 29th August

4 Dermott Avenue
Died 21st June, 2008

Mrs. Isabel Harris,
37 Londonderry Avenue,
Died 1st July, 2008

Mr. lan Gibson,
16 Linley Drive
Died 18th July, 2008

Mrs Susan Boyce
9 Drumhirk Road
Died 6th September 2008

he

Change of Address

Mrs Julie Payne
from Manor Park Carnesure
to 3 Demesne Gate Holywood
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Pause for
Thought

1

We must be
in the word,
it must be
our daily
bread

Love the Word of God

The joy of immersing ourselves in the word of God, filling out
hearts with it. Sounds good and simple and it is. But we are
called to “Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and
mind”. Do we? We are to love God fully. Do we? Or have
we put God into a box?

The Bible tells us about the Word of God:

2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, 17:so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

John 15:7

If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be given you.

We must be in the word, it must be our daily bread. God will
guide us to live Godly and Holy lives and we will grow to love
God more and feel the Holy Spirit working in us more and
more.

We must get so excited about the word of God that our
attitude to God is one of wanting more. Two verses from
Psalms summaries what our attitude should be like.
Psalms 37:4

Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your
heart.

Psalms 40:8
| desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart."

| hope and pray that each of us will desire to do God'’s will
and not our own. That we will desire to know God'’s word
more than anything else.

Contributed by Stephen Orr
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