Letter from Clerk of Session
Meet the Midwife
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Thoughts from The Manse

September, 2

Dear Member s of Second Combe

When we were driving through

"compl aint'’ from a member of t
but thereds no connection here,
of panic had struck. The reaso
mobil e phone |Iinkage in the reg
Wal ki ng through t he streets C
I nternational Festival , a few days earlier
thronging the Royal Mile most seemed transf
| keep asikwhnyg insy seeviefr yone so absorbed with
most of you think I am a bit of '"a dinosaur
the internet and the mobile ar e ouegasl liyncualdu
Neverthel ess, our involvement with the mob
have you noticed in restaurants how at ever
their phone?
Recently | read an article in one of the
cathedr al had mount ed an outdoor exhibiti
Unfortunately, one of the works had t o be
cat hedr al because too many people were bun
messages. The journalistddiStiopl ¢ etxd i migs &«
admire the worl do.
Wit hout getting space and silence today, W €
that on Saturday |l ast ( 27th August), some
morning to encourage people to take up spo
families suggested that this proved to be
behind all types of fimediad and create a fis
Jesus al ways took ti meievoengewh eanwatyh efyr owre rteh
demandi ng. He took the time out to have (¢
Father.
In the Old Testament, when the prophet EIl i
and stress, God spoke in the fAgentl e whi spe
Il earn to |isten
We are presented with a <challenge in a feé
everything is pepperecnwiat it hadoldbrerdgand omu s isd
be saying.
At the time of writing, I was i n Donegal
car , fAiBut therebés no network connection he
course, was, fAGreat! o
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Edi tori al

EpI1ToR) 3

"Be pl ain, good son, and ho
2 ";—(/ (Shakespeare: Romeo and

The average Ul ster man, and yes, he does st
di splay of feelings. As such he is an incre
of verbal excess and theatrical public demo
only to |isten in to his part in the two mo
and set his input and responses against the
Cal | out, for examMdoay, ytaa da i p&@Pus Nky ghmébiac

Real oswvedtl .daPrudty t he same question to the Ul
thNet tobabadbut ablINeott os(ob ebdaydr e ut t havedakndw
comp(abot woulGektltii kfgs ttihlelr esome way t o go in

What about the weat he\ri cieh dayhseo@AyecAiombt svi
gram@urercCiossl dn't bEhMWieemPeaeyting in the | oc

with a well pratbogksd Oembbathef oeks var eMml'lt |
right, bubrAwiel | hiotr efcdastt 2l ntdhte gvwodl.s of t he
wi || clacoseeaet uat ewhhbepobhietinae]j ve oél iUhisn atre
negabuwveopts to promote it.

What | ies behind this | ocal tendency to (
diluted version of darker things? Il's the U
grumbl er? Has he been conditioned by hard
forefathers of mi sfortune and melancholy? C
reluctance to admit to good health or succe
warning Rrni dehecoomedsdbef ome @ahé&mklis al so an
an innate feeling that prosperity and good f

This reserve, some¢f masementdercagyg agaisrel
contrast with other nationalities in a numb:¢
hi's possessions, for exampl e, so t hata whietrte
beaanhyg the American wikl attehpeo nleoychails naasn 'bse iand
hi ghershehbhh do kewgbel yn personal skills or
American or Australian wil!l bl ow his own t
craftsman wil/ |l ook at his piece of beautif
Anything more complimentary would be agains
and unassoupnminnigo ns.el f

Not that he doesn't appreciate the value
wi || have heard the story of the thrifty wi
notice in the paper commemorating the first
l earn from the salesgirl that the insertion
anot her six words could be added aMucnho niiusrst
every day by her grieving husband, Sam. Lawr

How does the Ulsterman respond to the Good
it respond to it in the same muted fashion
private and wunderstated? Certainly the Uls
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the flamboyant, exuberant styles of worship
"hapbappy'’ emotional charge that many peop
religious needs. For hi m, however, their em
an end in themselves, and he may be wuneas
superficial

An observer studying a crowd | eaving a s
surprised if the fans were not discussing V.
at the end of a play wil!/l be talking about
producti on. By this token worshippers | eavi
speaking about the praise or the sermon or
The conversation is more |ikely to be about
church; if the sermon is indeed mentioned,
than its quality The Presbyterian ministe:]
delivery, and is now expecting some feedbac
di sappointed. As one disgruntled churchgoer
passionate ser mon, "A few more |ike that wil

Does this mean that the minister has not
on deaf ears? Nothing of the sort. Their re
witness they bear of Christian |l ove and co
fervour that other churches foment. Look ba

Get Those Grey Cells Working

Fancy yourself at mental arithmetic? Have
a little bit more understanding when your children/ grandchildren are struggling.

1. There are a number of books on a book shelf. If one book is the fourth from the left and
sixth from the right, how many books are on the shelf?

2. How can you add eight 86s to make 10
3. A snalil is at the bottom of a twenty metre deep pit. Every day it climbs five metre
upwards but at night it slides four metres back downwards. How many days does the snail
need to reach the top of the pit?

4. There are two fathers and two sons on a fishing trip. Every person catches one fish.
In total there were only three fish caught. How is that so?

5. Farmer Brown came to market with some turnips. He sold half of them plus half a turnip
and found he had one whole turnip left. How many turnips did he take to market.

6. At a party ten children had juice, eight had cake and six had juice and cake. How many
children were at the party?

(Answers on page 13)

down the years and there you wil!/l find all
prayer ful, given to families in need of I ov

Q:1 am the beginning of the end, and the end of time and space, | am essential to creation
and | surround every place? What am 1?

(Answer on page 13)
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s /3 example of Jesus in action, t hi s
ttr —<T.lwherever his homel and, whatever
/
accent or turn of phrase.

) the
ﬂ Edtor Wherefore by their fruits ye sha

52 Beechview
Crossga

Dear Editor,

I*"d very much | ike through your <churct
reciation for the wonderful ti me we enj
I s and grounds. My two passengers, wh o
ther Samuel at the church and we spent

morning to the very end of the parade
urn to the Sports Ground.

lI't's doubtful if my passengers or | woul
al | three of us now find the whole busine
bot her some, but once we heard that Second
parking and catering facilities, we booked
right deci sion. The convenience of the pa
attendants were ideal, and the morning tea

Gl encroft
Comber
Dear Editor,
On behalf of mysel f, Andr ew, Joanne and Aa
magazine a sincere thank you to the Rev. Ma
Erwin and myself, particularly since the on

enjoyed the many chats which they shared.
Wewoul d also wish to express our thanks
comfort and encouragement to Erwin and t
service.

A big thank you to Roberta and her team of
he many relatives and friends who attended
S the most difficult and sorrowful of 1t
Yy, we would |like to express our thar

t
he

Finall
nd words of comfort, to the organist, ono |
he day of Erwin's funeral. The prayers, p
hurch helped Erwin and our family on a | on
f days.
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The Twel fth at Second

The Church is sometimes accused by its cri-
from those who are not me mber s, and insuf"
community outside its inner <circle. Among
Attitudes, and Mission and Outreach, so ho
show our Open Door approach and dynamic in
from this year's Twel fth Day celebrations
seemed to be encapsul ated in the various
comments of appreciation from our hundreds
provision, and especially warmth of wel co
unani mous and very grati fecyamgr.atTuhliast iiosn noont

The second of three Gran Fondo cycle events

it was an i mpressive event . However, it di
General Assembly the Rev Mackay was sought
the very noticeable and appreciated displ ay:
our grounds to salute the event. That mi ni
Mackay that it was a very positive and oper
talked about by the cycling fraternity. I n
made a point of returning to Killinchy St
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A LETTER FROM THE CLERK OF SESSION

Dear Fell ow Member,

| am writing to you regarding a serious fi
and now requires urgent action by our Kir
member s. The decisions to be made short/
witness of Second Comber as we seek to ser)

We are constantly encouraged by the commit
give of their time and talents to serve C
wonder ful facilitie which are used to mee
and the congregatio at | arge, and we al/l
truly exceptional

But we have a serious probl envi ITheofifnecrao nmeg
inadeqguate even to meet our existing finan:¢

S
n

annual deficit of about A14,500 on average
accumul ated a total deficit of al most A4 4
continue. I n our own homes and families,
too within our church.

A letter from the office bearers, i ssued a
probl ems facing us. Whil e expressing grat
best of their ability to Godds work here |
(about 20 %) is carrying the financial bur
response of our congregation to the | etter
congregations within PClI, Second Comber r el
So what action wildl our Kirk Session now t
mi-8eptember when El ders wil!/l explore a ran:¢
we match our ministerial manpower to our f
increaswililtsofffrerei ng contributions, then a
future, it may not be possible to replace
be in ministry and outreach? What kind of
it?

You wil/l be aware that at present we have
700+ families. Ot her similarly sized cong
support staff. We have a minister who wor
reasonable for us to be considering how we
than decrease it. This should be a key con
embarrass us!

Pl ease pray about and reflect on these mat
as we meet in September, we shalll make wi s
future.

The Kirk Session wild.l communicate further \
Thank you, in anticipation, for your suppol
Yours in His Service,
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Diamond Anniversary

Here's a first for Scope magazine. In previous editions we have celebrated Silver, Ruby,
Sapphire and Gold wedding anniversaries, but now for the first time we feature the Diamond
60th Anniversary of Ivan and Jean Wilson's 1956 Wedding in Second Comber.
Congratulations to both 'bride' and 'groom'. lvan lets his memory scan back to those days of
courtship and wedding bells.

Jean and | met by chance one Sunday when my pals
and | were cycling at Killinchy. We all met up at
Killinchy crossroads and from then our friendship
o blossomed. Jean and | were both very young at the
time so it took a while for us to get acquainted
properly. She was fond of dancing, and indeed she was
a very good dancer. We would meet at various Dances
in the district, such as those held in Toye Orange Hall,
Killinchy Orange Hall, and occasionally the Andrews
Memorial Hall. As we walked the country roads round
Killinchy, Jean would teach me some dance steps.

We decided to get married after six years' going out
with each other. We had already joined Second Comber
Presbyterian Church, and on the 23rd June, 1956
Rev. Jones married us. Local football historians,
Glentoran ones in particular, might recognise the
handsome Best Man in the photograph, my cousin
Harry Bond, who was goalkeeper for the Glens from
1951 to 1958. Our Bridesmaid was my sister Alice.
Jean and | have been members of Second Comber ever
since. Our Reception was in the Andrews Memorial
Hall, and our honeymoon was a steam train journey to
Portrush for a week. We made friends with some very nice people in the Beachview Bed and
Breakfast in Causeway Street.

The sixty years have passed so quickly and, importantly, peacefully as | always
remembered to say, "Yes, darling.”

Criminally Funny
(Each one of these is true)

1. The chef at a hotel in Switzerland lost a finger in a meat cutting machine and submitted
a claim to his insurance company. The company, expecting negligence, sent out one of its
men to have a look for himself. He tried the machine and he also lost a finger. The chef's
claim was approved.

2. A man walked into a shop, put a £20 note on the counter, and asked for change. When
the shop girl opened the till, the man pulled a gun and asked for all the cash in it, which the
clerk promptly provided. The man took the cash and fled, leaving his £20 note on the
counter. The total amount of cash he got from the drawer... £15.

3. A man wanted some beer pretty badly so he decided to throw a brick through an Off
Licence window. The brick bounced back and hit the wodbé thief on the head, knocking
him unconscious. The window was made of Plexiglas. The whole event was caught on CCTV.
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Early Notification

The summer is over and the children are back at school and will be starting to get involved in
the church organisations and settling into a routine. It will not be long before Mums and Dads

will be hearing those wordso how many sl eeps before Santa c
Of course, before he does arrive the children will have the opportunity to meet our very own

Bl ue Santa at this yeards Christmas Fair or
pm.

After reading Scope make a point of noting this date in your diary or write it on a gbosind
stick it on the fridge. Just don6t forget t|

/| KNAAGYIl a CI/ANJ

{F G dNRF &=
M5 SOSYo SN
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A father's ABC of life to his son

Act in the way that you would wish to be treated,
Be considerate,

Choose your friends with care,

Don't take yourself too seriously,

Enjoy all that life offers you,

Follow your dreams,

Guard against bitterness and envy,

Harm no one,

Ignore the cynic,

Join in others' happiness,

Keep calm in a crisis,

Laugh a lot,

Make the best of what you've got,

Never miss an opportunity to say Thank you,
Open your heart to those you love,

Pay no attention to grumblers,

Question certainties,

Respect the feelings of others,

Stay true to your principles,

Take a few measured risks,

Use your talents wisely,

Value your family,

Work hard,

X-pect a lot of yoursel-but not too much,
Yearn not for riches,

Zoom in on those moments when you can do good.
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New Bank in Comber

No, put your savings back below the mattres

already noticed the fine extension to the a

broad slope of resh new green that was for
ed

f
since been remov

A year and a half ago John and Stephen D
remaining stumps. Then in May this year the
Beers c¢cleared and |l evelled the bank and sp
financed by John Finally, the team of vol
raked it in to join with the existing | awn |

Take time to |l ook at the end product of t
those few who gave of their resources, t i me

time prayer

g through one of his mother's ol
om the evidence of other papers i
| d
o

Whil e goin
prayer. Fr
Second Wor
covers a |

War for a Prapyeéemt &dobel mwetis

Heavenly Father, we ask thy forgive
We thank thee for thy | ongsuffering
our unbelief, especially when we se
evidence of thy | ove and care for wu
and provide us with the will and wi
Strengthen our belief.

Ame n .
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Hol i day Bible Club 2016

Anot her Anuoninteer! Hol i day
Anot her chance to reach
~sdgComber and the surround

about Jesus! And what a
. Events like this don't
pl anned for months in a
the week is chosen, the
dramas rehearsed, the m
the craft activities ar
planned, the quizzes pr
devised. The endless ho
planning and prayer tha
before it ever starts, are what ensure that
Of course none of this would be poMeiblaem dwiBt
who encourage and inspire the many | eaders v
front, along with Steph, leading the activit
children on an adventure to discover the che
amazand encouraging for us to see how much e

This year the older teenage | eaders stayed
thoroughly enjoyed (I' think they even manac
friendships amongst them, it gave them the
litter pib&yng)soandn afternoon activities f
attended and very successful Mel and Bob ar
they all enjoyed prayer and question times e
that were so gener omerlyerps oofi dtelde f@a n g rheegm tbiy
and for those who | ed devotions each day. Tt
this year from the strong bonds built amongs
cottage together.

As usual , the week cul minated in the Sunday
many young | eaders participating. The chil dr
night at HBC involved.

Wit hout the commitment and dedication of Me
the success that it was. Primarily it was a
devel oped strong relationships amongst the t

Wel |l Used
Bob Rogekspwa wedbl much respected politician
up to him and introduced himself as someon
successes.

"I'*'m James, Mr Rogers, " he added, "and | 'd
me . "

"Certainly How can | hel p?"

"Thank you. There's a group of businessmen
for my image if you could come over iin a fe\

Mr Rogers did what he was asked to and s
approached the smal/l cluster of 'suits' in
see you. "



THE POKEMON DIVERSION

Last month while | was cutting the grass my
youngest daughter arrived in our driveway and
parked her car. She waved then headed off down
the street, her head buried in her iPhone.

| shouted after her to ask where she was going
and received the reply, "Pokemon hunting."

I got the full explanation when she returned,
though to be honest | am not really much the

wiser. Maybe | have reached that age where the
mental barriers just come down against all this new technology.

It seems to me today that as a society we have become more and more obsessed with
fantasy. The explosion of interest surrounding 'Pokémon Go' is just another example of our
desire to escape the real world of real people and real problems, and enter into a make
believe world, a largethan-life one. In less than a day 'Pokémon Go' apparently shot to the top
of the app stores, and in less than a week it became the biggest mobile game to date.

For an uninterested being like myself it would be very easy to poke fun at Pokémon
fanatics, but it would be wunfair to single
obsession with fantasy and entertainment manifests itself today. @emand streaming, live
television, videasharing websites, and social medigplatforms are just some of the others, as
growing majorities binge on diets of social media and other virtual reality gaming as ways of
escape.

Our ability to access entertainment and escape from reality has swiftly and effortlessly
encroached on every aspect of our lives. Impatiently waiting in traffic jams? Grab your
Smartphone. Is your wife annoying you? Login to Netflix. Is the subject in college dry or
irrelevant? Check your Twitter timeline. Bored? Instead of meditating and praying, go
searching for Pok®mon! Al't hough these devi
they become dangerous when we develop habits of defaulting to them, allowing them to
become our means of escape from the complexities and inconveniences of life into the more
easily controlled world of fantasy.

Many evangelicals are ready to condemn alcohol and drug abuse, but increasingly our
drug of choice is becoming entertainment and fantasy; as with any substance abuse, fantasy
can softly distract and weaken Christians dailjJsing entertainment as a primary means of

escape is |like o6chasing the dragoné, the sl
to the continuous pursuit of an ultimate 'high'. A drug user may try heroin for the first time and
have an amazing experience, but when he re

experience. Instead it becomes weaker, so the user takes more and stronger concoctions to
reach that same feelingAs he o0chases the dragondé the usce
deteriorating physical conditions yet the ravenous quest for more of the 'fix' consumes the
user.

Addiction to entertainment is similar. The health effects are not as noticeable as those of
'‘Class A' drugs, but the spiritual effects are costiylany now have an addiction to
entertainment devices. They may seem to harmlessly distract us from the guilt of sin, friction
in relationships, or anxiety about work, but insidiously they become what daily prayer and Bible
reading should be, a sanctuary for the rest and comfort of our souls. Our negading urge to

Pagel2



escape through games and fantasy is a direct enemy of our joy, subtly causing contempt for
God and reticence in our relationship with Him, so that we eventually see God Himself as a
distraction and a barrier to our leisure time.

At times we need to remind ourselves that there is a broad and a narrow path. So often
the Gospel reveals that when we gravitate towards distractions as our primary means of
comfort, wedre moving further and fliwetevaer a\
inordinate amounts of time, money, and affection to anything, including entertainment, we will
despise whatever draws us away from it.

Wedve all faced the <choice between spendi
entertainment. At the heart of our choices, the aflatisfying gift of Jesus is pitted against the
draw of temporal escapeWhen we mindlessly default to the broad path of the temporary fix,
seeds of contempt are planted against Chrishut when we choose the narrow road, seeds of
hatred are planted against all of our sin.

Earthly sources of comfort can of course be beautiful gifts when used as God intended
them, but when they are not they are cruel masters. They are counterfeit masters that seek to
devour our true joy and lead us away from God, the source of lasting comfort. As soon as we
wake up from hours of searching for Pokémon or searching our Facebook and Twitter
accounts, our problems remain, still waiting to be confronted. We still face the truth that all
wedbve done is put off the inevitable.

There is only one who invites all who labour and are burdened to come to him, promising to
provide rest for our weary souls (Matthew 11:280). This promise is not empty. Jesusdulfils
His promise by taking up our burden on the cross for our rest and joy in Him. As we walk
through life, we will be tempted to continue to embrace mere earthly means of escapes. We
wi || someti mes f ail and fall into addiction
to live in bondage, no matter how many times we fall because, by his Spirit, God supplies us
with the power to say yes to him.

In communion with Jesus, we experience lasting joy that this world promises but never
provides. Thankf u lptoypise,Jbatshe always meeperiodnts! @Game on.

Gary Dalzell

Do it yourself (and then come to us!)

The printing on a man's printer is starting to grow faint, so he calls his local repair shop and
explains the problem to the friendly person who takes his call, who promptly tells him that the
printer probably just needs to be cleaned.

"We charge £30 for cleaning,” he adds, "so you might be better off reading the manual and
trying the job yourself."

Pleasantly surprised by this unexpected show of considerateness, the customer remarks,
"Your boss probably wouldn't be too happy about it if he knew you were discouraging
business."

"Actually, it's my boss's idea," the employee confesses rather sheepishly. "We usually make
more money on repairs if we let people try to fix things themselves first."

Answers to ment al arithmetic page 4

1. 9 books 3. 16 days 5. 3 turnips
2. 888+88+8 48 +8randad, son6andlg8rahdbdnen
Answer : | am the |l etter AEO
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Street Artists?

Perhaps motivated by Rev. VallelyRepaint, Repaint, and thin no morenecdote, Second
Comber's volunteer decorating team chose not to paint the town red, but instead to paint
the Cottage magnolia with a liberal coat of fulodied emulsion.

A Thought from Jean

Recently, on Children's Sunday, when the ch
back in time through my memory to the momen
address that day was about gifts, and | als
the years from friends and family, but none
Son who willingly went to Calvary to save u
There was a framed picture hanging on th
The gift of God is eternal I|ife. Isn'"t this
Age

Age is a quality of mind:
if you have | eft your dream be
or if you no |l onger | ook ahea

then you are ol d.
But if from |Iife you take the
if in |ife you eep the zest
|

k
if love you ho
no matter how the
no matter how the
you are not ol
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lt's a Worrying Thought, b

My daughter and | went through the McDonal d'
not e.
Our total was A4.25, so | also handed her 2E¢
She said, "You've given me too much.™"
I said, "Yes | know, but this way you can j
She sighed and went to get the manager who &
| did so, and he handed me back the 25p and
The cashier then proceeded to give me back 7
Lesson | earned: do not confuse the people at
We had to have the garage door repaired The
we did not have a | arge enough motor on the
the |l argest one made at that time, a 1/2 hor
He shook his head and said, 'You need a 1/ 4
I responded that 1/2 was | arger than 1/ 4 anc
I live in a semi rural area. We recently hac
the removal of the DEER CROSSI NG sign on our
Her reason: "Too many deer are being hit by
them to be crossing anymore."
My daughter went to a takeaway and ordered
He said he was sorry, but they only had icet
I was at the airport checking in at the gate
"Has anyone put anything in your baggage wit
| replied, "If it was without my knowl edge,
He smiled knowingly and nodded, "That's why
The pedestrian | ight on the corner beeps whe
cawor ker who asked me if | knew what the bee,
I explained that it signals blind people whe
Appall ed, she responded, "What on earth are
The really alarming thing is that she is a ¢
When my husband and | arrived at a car deal e
the keys had been |l ocked in it We went to t
feverishly to unlock the driverds side door
An i mportant | .T. development now all ows t
called reading.
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British Empire Meda

As the New Year dawned t he
ber and the | ocal commu
news t hat Mr Sam Mcl |l w
Honours List for t he

=

m
e
a
Me d al At morning worship
Rev Mackay was pleased to
congratul ate Sam, to | oud
present.
Unfortunately, to the dism
t he foll owing we e k and W a
Hospital, Dundonal d. An an
his wife Connie, his famil.)
it became | ikely that he m
investiture at Hi Il sboro
through contacts in the Te
AN British Legion if the awar
ceremony at Second Comber.
Foll owing exceptdpearadt isaurp pforram athaedr cMaj est y 0«
Down, Colonel__David 1iwnd-
say, a i i
pl ace
Friday
ence of .
al ¥ -
(North [ e
Mer vyn
family
Lindsa
his BE
citati e
referr ~3
contri
Britis :12
z g |
excepti organi
ability over many years with the collection
tioned al so his invol vement and wor |
for others. Colonel Lindsay expressed his p
the ceremony all present were entertained t
Sadly Samés condition deteriorated and on
congregation gathered in the Meeting House
wor k. Foll owing a thoughtful address by Re
Mcl | wrath BEM was |l aid to rest in Comber Ce
The Presbyterian Chil dr ent¢
Above the new name for the former Presby

i s
wi || be calling with you during September/
appreciated. Thank you.

Joyce Courtenay.
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Looking Ahead, Looking Back

¢

The year is 1900 and our forefathers, having seen in a new Millennium, are looking
ahead to the incoming century, just as we
changed much is the Manse, the home all those years ago of Rev. R.J. Semple, M.A.

and his family. Look closely and you will see four persons in the photograph.
Photo. courtesy of Mrs R Boomer

SOME DAY WHEN SCIENTISTS DISCOVI
THE CENTRE OF THE UNIVERSE

A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE GOING TO BE
DISAPPOINTED TO FIND OUT IT ISN'T THEM.

o sc

<
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Robe
S
R

Cal | the Midwife

there i

In a purely literal sense
the focus

f

e

mi dwi fery, a job where
al |l ai ms, the enabling o human &
innately modest reticenc of rece
persuade her into giving an inter

Scopkirst of all, congratulations on your r

forty years, we believe.
mThank you. Yes, thirty eight years. | ¢
Could you tell us a |little of why and h

Yes, but it -nwansdnebdt dtehcei ssiionngloer cal |l ing t
suppose. In those days it was the done
to choose -an kg wmdl ioffi caatdi on, an extra one
mi dwi ves at that ti
first, and then
h, childrends he
t want train

fery course with

i
h
e any other
e

e
y 6mostlyéd. Was t
o] rmine your

h
ice that was to d

Well, there was a tradition in my fami/l
wanted me to become a midwife, because
been one. Mi dwi ves are essentially a br
downearth type females who approach thir
aim being to help, support and encourag
and -clhiafnregi ng experiences of their |lives.
6with womano. | suppose that particul a
inherited enough of it to steer me in t

So you could just as easily have chosen
general nursing.

Ye
fo
mi

En

Wa it
in the a

=

, but I |l oved t

me . Back t hen
i

t

he midwifery
the RVH was t
ation, and th
the Ayrshire

training
he only
e common
Centr al

wi fery qualifi
| and. I went

n Qo - on

y theory and education,
usiness of assisting wit

—

Virtually right away, but as a student
mi dwi fe. By the end of my year of train
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S On

a personal l evel, how, if at all, did vy
conviction influence your role or effectiy
R They didndét make me a better midwife, in t
beliefs are just as capable and efficient,
professionally, was the knowledge that eve
difficult situation God was at my side. THh
the challenge would have been that much gr
S What advice would you give to a young WO me
R Al I can do with that question is t ma Kk €
about bringing lovely cuddly babies nto t
mot hers: they are the central concer The
is to empower and equip womennabalrdar ¢ ham
education right from the discovery of the
assessments, del i ver ynataald ctawoe .t oT hfeoruer oweere
rewarding experiences in a midwifebs i fe.
S Do you miss the O6buzz~é after al most forty
R A little. I regularly meet mothers with cbh
they often ask the child, fADo you remember
S Thank you, Roberta, for an illuminating gl
A husband is sitting in a state of total al
give birth to their first baby. Final vy, 8
come out of the ward, an is relieved and d:
a |lovely, healthy baby girl.
"Thank goodness it's a girl," he exclai ms.
through. "
"Ever since we got married, my wife has tri
smoking and running around until all hour s
fine arts, gourmet cooking, classical musi
recounted to his friend.
"Sounds |like you may be bitter because she
" Not at al |, Il " m not bitter, not in the | e
Brain Teaser
Can you calculate the missing number i t hi
yourself. Solution on Page 23
6+4 = 2B6+r2 = 71&+5 = 31B3x*2 = 37
7+6 = 1038 = 110D+6 = 416+3=
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Poets’

Corner
ESCAPEE &
Doné6t fret behind t .= Of
unl ock yourself, get cirean awa

if only for one | azy, I on
emanci pated, unregul ated day.

Thereds nothing wrong
with adults wanting play.
For pityés sake dondt tr

0 y
that burned out Al ém
far too blasted busyo alibi é.
Head upon
a cradling | awn
soft furred as a peach,
all ow the back to [|ie,
the eyes to partly close,
and squint up at the orange bl ur
until your senses doze.
Listen to the green wavesodo | appi
or swaying forest whispers, ano
Lips faintly salt with spray,

breathing fresh with pine,
in conscience, can you say

these simple thingsiare way beyon
the sweet surprise of everyday ©b
or cracking razor shells on a rur
No el Spence
EVENI NG SHORELI NE
The shoreline smudges as with cor
a distant elderly couple in silent
Unperturbed the weaving Sandpiper, a
a thousand shells rolled and toss
amid the foaming froth,
snickering and clicking against the
Ever darkening, me myself alone
the wind, westerly on the ri se
A sun bids farewell
a final wunfurling banner across
apricot and orange
reads .agl dvAl | is well ™"
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What Light From Yonder Window Breaks

Did someone say, "Window breaks?" Don't panic, our church windows are not broken, they
are being replaced, as part of the project begun late last year. Our property convener, John
Ritchie, outlines the work and progress this time round:

R >

You wil/l have noticed that work has startec
and fit protective glazing to the four wind
is to have all work completed prior to our

year project with the 3 windows in the fro
representing a significant investment to ma
Through SCOPE | would I|ike to thank those

Church or given of their time, allowing the
X New curtains for the cottage.

X New heating pump for the cottage.

X I nternal and external painting of cottag
X New wooden floor | aid in cottage.

X Reseeding of bank along side Manse drive.
X New bunded oil tanks.

X Hedge and grass cutting.

X Painting of internal doors.

X Donation towards furniture for cottage.

I f you have a couple of free hours per mont
mai ntenance of our fantastic facilities, [
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